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5 miDloa difldnn suffer 

GENEVA (AP) — Some five rofliian children in the Middle East risk 
speodmg their formative years is deprived circumstances because of the 
Gulf crisis, U.N. officials said Tuesday. Apart from children growing op is 
devastated Kuwait and Iraq, those in Jordan, Yemen and the Israeli- 
occupied territories were said to be endangered. "We can speak with 
atanniag, grave assurance of a lost generation," said Richard Reid, 
director fo r Nor th Africa and the Middle g»*r at the U.N. Children's 
Fond (UNICEF}. Chfldreo have less food to eat and suffer from “anxiety 
q-ndromes,” especially in Kuwait, doe to the crisis, he said. Immuniza- 
tion, infant health care and the school system are disru p t ed, he said. He 
e stimate d five million children under age five frw n mp “victims of 
deprived d reamstan e es ” in the area, Mr. Reid and other UNICEF 
officials briefed reporters on efforts to restore fuel supplies, clectrimy, 
dean water and sewage systems specifically in Iraq, which he said are 
progressing. Jordan’s economic output has dropped 40 per cent as a result 
trf the Gutf c risis, while Yemen is hard hit by the return of one nrilBon 
dt g e ns from other Gulf countries, he said. 



Iraq, allies exchange more prisoners i 

RIYADH (R) — Tbe Gulf war allies released aboui 2,000 Iraqi prisoners 
on Tuesday, taking the total handed over io Iraq since the fighting 
stopped last month to 4.796, the Red Cross said. Two batches of of ***1$ 
Iraqi soldiers arrived in Iraq Tuesday morning after being taken by bus 
from prison camps in Saudi Arabia, a spokesman in Riyadh for (he 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRCt said. The two sides 
agreed last Friday on a plan io repatriate 1.000 Iraqi soldiers a day and 
return 3,040 Kuwaiti captives registered in Iraq home by Tuesday. No 
Iraqi soldiers were repatriated on Monday. A batch of 907 Kuwaitis were 
Sown to Kuwait City from the Saudi town of Afar on Monday, leaving 
around 2,000 registered detainees still in Iraq. None were repatriated on 
Tuesday. Release of all civilian and military prisoners is a requirement (or 
a permanent cease tire between Iraq and’ the U.S.-led allied forces 
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Israel seeks 
ties with China 

TEL AVIV (R) — A senior 
Israeli official said Tuesday that 
he expected China and Israel to 
move towards establishing di- 
plomatic relations in the next few 
months. Reuven Merhav, 
director-general of the foreign 
minis try, who visited Beijing ear- 
lier this month, told Israel Radio: 
“I think the next few months will 
bring very positive developments 
i and we are talking about norma- 
lisation..." He called the visit 
private. Israel tried to keep it a 
secret but China broke silence 
last week — acknowledging for 
the first time that high-level visits 
were t aking place. 

Libya: Israeli aircraft 
provokes Libyan 
plane 

ROME (AP) — Libya said an 
Israeli military plane made a 
"provocative manoeuvre'’ against 
a Libyan commercial jet on Tues- 
day. Hie Libyan news agency 
JANA said the incident occurred 
at midday in Cypriot air space. 
The Libyan Arab Airlines 727 
was on a flight from Tripoli to 
Damascus when it was “intimi- 
dated,” said tbe dispatch. It gave 
no details about the ‘’man- 
oeuvre" or what effect it had on 
the Libyan craft. JANA accused 
* Israel of "disrespect for the well 
observed regulations regarding 
the security and safety of Chilian 
passengers enshrined in interna- 
tional agreements in tbe civil 
aviation field." 

Suitan Qaboos 
meets Schwarzkopf 

MUSCAT (AP) — Sultan 
Qaboos met Tuesday with Gen. 
H. Nonaan Schwarzkopf; com- 
mander of the U.S. central com- 
mand, who arrived earlier in the 
(fay, the Oman News Agency 
reported. The agency said the 
meeting was attended by Oznani 
Chief of Staff Brigadier Khamees 
Ben Hamccd A1 Kalbam, but 
provided no details on the discus- 
sions. 

Pope hopes 
for peace 

A VATICAN CTTY (AP) — Pope 
John Paul has written to the U.N. 
secretary-general to express hope 
that Gulf peace negotiations do 
not humiliate or punish any one 
people, according to the text of 
tbe letter released Tuesday. He 
also told Javier Perez de Cuellar 
that churchmen were worried ma- 
jor Middle East issue would 
eclipse that of Jerusalem. The 
Pope wrote to tbe U.N. leader on 
March 21 to brief him on a 
two-day meeting be had con- 
vened at the Vatican to discuss 
ways of promoting peace and 
conciliation in tbe aftermath of 
tbe Gulf war. Tbe Vatican made 
public the letter, which has writ- 
ten in French. 

Firefighters plug 
^ Kuwait oil well 

KUWAIT (AP) — Firefighters 
plugged the first of hundreds of 
damaged Kuwaiti oil wells Tues- 
day, pumping mud deep under- 
ground to “kill” a well that had 
spewed milli ons of dollars in 
crude. In an operation, the fire- 
fighters described as “the easiest 
one of the bunch,” workers con- 
nected a pipe to an oil well head 
and forced 250 barrels of mud 
down a spewing oil well for about 
30 minutes. The well had spewed 
35,000 barrels of crude a day. 
There are 160 litres to the barrel. 
After a few belches of compress- 
ed gas and a final squirt of oil, at 
2:45 p.m. (1145 GMT), mud 
spewed from the head, signa l ling 
> that the well had been plugged. 
“One down, 799 to go,” mused 
Joe Bowden, head of Wild Well 
Control Co., of the United 
States, which handled the job. 

Singapore airlines 
jet hijacked 

SINGAPORE (R) — A hijacked 
Singa pore Airlines Airbus with 
116 passengers and 11 crew on 
board landed at Singapore's in- 
ternational airport and author- 
ities said on Wednesday they 
'3 were in contact with die four 
‘ hijackers. “All 118 passengers 
and 11 crew are safe,” the airiine 
sand. “Singapore authorities are 
in commumcatiOQ with the hi- 
jackers.’* 


Iraq says foreign 
fighters behind Kurds 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ SAID Tuesday guerrillas 
from abroad bad joined the Kur- 
dish rebellion in nort he rn Iraq. 
Rebels in the south said govern- 
ment forces assumed full con- 
trol of all major towns in the 
south. 

Without mentioning any of 
Iraq’s neighbours by name, Al 
Tbawra, newspaper of the ruling 
Baatb Party, said some Kurdish 
factions had betrayed Iraq, as 
well as their people, by acting as 
tools of foreign powers. 

“These suspicious Kurdish 
political leaderships have decided 
to fight in the ranks of Iraq’s 
enemies and take orders from 
them and cross tbe Iraqi border in 
an act of aggression," Al Thawra 
said. 

Iraq has borders with Iran, 
Turkey and Syria — all of which 
have substantial Kurdish minor- 
ities and all of whose govern- 


ments are anti-Iraq. 

Referring to previous unsuc- 
cessful rebellions by Iraqi Kurds, 
Al Tbawra said the “foolish 
traitors” would not achieve their 
aims. 

Kurds, 20 per cent of Iraq’s 18 
million people, have been fight- 
ing for autonomy for decades. 
They now Haim to have seized 
control of almost all Kurdish 
areas in northern Iraq. 

‘‘These (Kurdish) leaderships 
not only put themselves at the 
service of tire imperialist, col- 
onialist powers, but have con- 
tinued to take the Zionist exam- 
ple as an ideal,” Al Thawra said. 

Iraq has previously accused the 
United States and Britain of 
working to dismember Iraq by 
inciting tbe country’s different 
religious and ethnic groups' 
against the government. 

The government newspaper Al 
Joumhouriyah said on Tuesday 
that those who were trying to 


fragment Iraq and its people “are 
playing a dangerous game which 
will result in negative effects of 
unpleasant consequences, not 
only for Iraq but for all the 
countries in the region, as well as 
international security and stabil- 
ity." 

Tbe paper added that any 
attempt to divide Iraq would fail, 
no matter who was behind it. 

“It is not posable for such a 
conspiracy to succeed in Iraq... 
no matter the size or weight of 
those who back it,” it said. 

Iraq has openly accused Iran, 
with which it warred from 1980 to 
1988, of involvement in the 
southern rebellion. 

Iran has rejected Iraq’s charges 
that it sent soldiers across tbe 
border to attack Iraqi army units 
in violation of a U.N. ceasefire. 
The I ranian news agency IRNA 
quoted a Foreign Ministry 

(Continued on page 5) 


‘Big five’ reach agreement 


on Gulf ceasefire resolution 


UNTIED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— The five permanent Security 
Council members Tuesday 
reached broad agreement on a 
new, complex Gulf war resolu- 
tion dealing the way for a perma- 
nent ceasefire. Western diplo- 
mats said. 

The efraft resolution calls for 
destruction of Iraq’s chemical and 
biological, arms, -bans import of 
nuclear weapons material and 
would •mwwitaiw a ban on conven- 
tional arms purchases by the gov- 
ernment of Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein, according to early 
copies of the draft 

The United Nations would be 
called upon to monitor the des- 
truction of weapons and Iraq’s 
nuclear capability, diplomats 

Iraq to 
attend 
Cairo 
meeting 

CAIRO (Agencies)' — Iraq 
announced Tuesday it would 
attend an Arab League meeting 
in Cairo this week. If so, it will be 
the first session of all 21 members 
since Iraq invaded Kuwait on 
•Aug. 2. 

An Iraqi memorandum to the 
league’s secretariat said Bagh- 
dad’s representative at Saturday’s 
meeting w31 be Saad Qassem Al 
Hammudi, head of the Foreign 
Ministry’s Arab Affairs Depart- 
ment. 

Despite a routine agenda that 
indudes reports unrelated to the 
Gulf problem,' Iraq’s attendance 
adds significance to the meeting 
of permanent council representa- 
tives. 

The crisis stirred by the Iraqi 
invasion dealt a severe blow to 
the Arab League, splitting it into! 
two camps. 

The March 20 council meeting, 
a twice-yearly session usually 
attended by foreign ministers or 
their deputies, win seek to patch 
up the divisions among the mem- 
bers of the league. 

Baghdad fast month cut ties 
with Egypt and Saudi Arabia. 

Only Iraq did not take part in a 
session in Cairo Sunday to pre- 
pare for the council meeting in 
the Egyptian capital. 

“I hope those who did not 
come to this meeting will attend 
file following one,” Sheikh Taher 
Radwan, Saudi Arabia’s perma- 
nent representative to the league, 
said Sunday. 

“Today’s meeting express the 
will of our countries to overcome 
the hardships,” said acting 
Secretary General Assad Al 
Assad of Lebanon in an opening 
address. 

“When we revive solidar- 
ity... we have the right to be 
optimistic about the future.” 

Despite the meeting’s relative- 
ly insignificant agenda, Mr. 
Assad said Iraq’s presence wfll 
mean “the meeting is important 
for all Arab countries." 


said. 

The five — Britain, China, 
France, the Soviet Union and the 
United States — reached agree- 
ment Tuesday, diplomats said, 
'after the Soviet Union dropped 
its objections to some provisions, 
including those on destruction of 
chemical and other weapons. 
Any of the so-called “big five” 
can veto Security Council resolu- 
tions. 

They were meeting Tuesday to 
put the finishing touches on the 
U.S.-drafted resolution and plan- 
ned to present it to the other 10 
council members later Tuesday or 
Wednesday, diplomats said. But 
a vote was not expected until this 
weekend at tbe earliest, the di- 
plomats said. 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait is ex- 
pected to announce its post-Gulf 
war cabinet Thursday and diplo- 
mats said it could for the first 
time include a representative of 
the emirate’s fundamentalist 
Muslim Brotherhood. 

Crown Prince Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdullah Al Sabah wfll head the 
new government despite calls by 
opposition leaders for him to step 
down. 

Western and Muslim diplomats 
said Defence Minister Sheikh 
Nawaf Al Ahmad Al Sabah and 
Interior Minister Sheikh Salem 
Al Sabah were expected to be 
replaced — but by other mem- 
bers of the Sabah family which 
has ruled Kuwait for 250 years. 

“I think the Muslim Brother- 
hood could be given a ministry 
but not one of tbe important 
portfolios," a Western diplomat 
said-. 

The Brotherhood is a conserva- 


MOSCOW (AP) — Supporters 
of Russian leader Boris Yeltsin 
said Tuesday they planned to 
defy a ban and hold a huge rally 
Thursday. President Mikhail 
Gorbachev tightened Kremlin 
control on city security as a show- 
down neared. 

‘‘This ban shows that Mr. 
(Gorbachev) is striving for a re- 
turn to the old totalitarian reg- 
ime,” said dissident priest Gleb 
Yakunin, a member of Democra- 
tic Russia. 

Worried that dashes could 
erupt at the protests, Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s cabinet on Monday ban- 
ned all demonstrations in the. 
capital for three weeks. On Tues- 
day, he ordered the Soviet In- 
terior Ministry to take charge of 
law enforcement in Moscow, 
stripping policing powers from 
the pro-democracy city govern- 
ment. 

It was not dear whether the 
new operation would work in 
parallel — or replace — police 
supervised by city officials. But 
both actions were intended to 


The major stumbling block to 
drafting the resolution was de- 
scribed as approving and guaran- 
teeing the 1963 boundary be- 
tween Kuwait and Iraq, as sought 
by Kuwait. 

Such a guarantee and call for 
all states to recognise that bound- 
ary would be unprecedented in 
the Security Council, and some 
members expressed objections. 
Western diplomats said, without 
identifying the objectors. 

“There is a broad agreement, 
although there are some serious 
language problems dealing main- 
ly with the question of guaran- 
teeing the border and calling on 
states to use all appropriate 

(C on firmed on page 5) 


five Islamic grouping which allied 
itself with the outspoken pro- 
democracy movement. It does 
not challenge the Sabahs’ consti- 
tutional right to rule. 

Diplomats believe the new 
cabinet wfll not indude leaders of 
the pro-democracy movement, 
which is demanding a restoration 
of parliament and favours reduc- 
ing the power of the Sabahs. 

It is also demanding that the 
government set a firm date for 
parliamentary elections. 

The diplomats said inviting the 
Muslim Brothrfaood to join the 
cabinet might appease a section of 
the opposition less critical of the 
government than the pro- 
democracy movement. 

As in previous Kuwaiti govern- 
ments, the new cabinet is ex- 
pected to include members of the 
emirate's Muslim Shiite minority, 
more than a third of the popula- 
tion. 


tighten security for the Russian 
parliament’s extraordinary ses- 
sion starting Thursday, during 

which hardliners intend to cal] a 

no-conference vote on Mr. Yelt- 
sin. 

The Moscow dty council, con- 
trolled by pro-democracy forces, 
had already granted a permit for 
die demonstration, planned for 
Thursday. Its organisers, the anti- 
communist movement Democra- 
tic Russia, decided at a meeting 
Monday to proceed with the pro- 
test, said a leader of the group. 
Mikhail Schneider. 

On Tuesday, the group’s lead- 
ers met again and decided to add 
a call for Mr. Gorbachev's res- 
ignation, joining other groups m 
a chorus of outright opposition to 
the Soviet president. 

Leaders said they were expect- 
ing between 700,000 and one 
millio n people to attend Thurs- 
day’s demonstration, more than 
the 500,000 who rallied March 10 
in favour of Mr. Yeltsin. That 
was the country’s biggest demon- 
stration once 1917. 


New Kuwait cabinet may 
include fundamentalists 


Russian activists push 
collision with Moscow 



Saadoun Hammadi 


Hammadi 
briefs 
Saddam 
on south 

NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraq’s 
new Prime Minister Saadoun 
Hammadi has briefed President 
Saddam Hussein on his visit to 
riot-hit areas in southern Iraq, 
Baghdad Radio said Tuesday. 

The government says it has 
crashed a rebellion in the Shi'tte 
Muslim south which flared after 
the Gulf war ended a mouth ago. 
But Kurdish guerrillas apparently 
now control most of northern 
Iraq. 

Baghdad Radio said President 
Saddam met Dr. Hammadi and 
some other members of his new 
cabinet Monday “and discussed 
the visit of the prime minister to 
some regions of tbe country.” 

It said Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz also briefed President 
Saddam on his visit few days ago 
to Jordan where he was received 
by His Majesty King Hussein. 

Dr. Hammadi Saturday toured 
the provinces of Najaf and Qadis- 
siyah. 

Najaf, a Shi’ite Muslim holy 
dty, was reported by refugees 
and exiled Shi’ite leaders to have 
been one of the major centres of 
unrest. 

President Saddam reshuffled 
his cabinet Saturday after be 
promised to form a new govern- 
ment to rebuild Iraq from the 
devastation caused by the six- 
week Gulf war and subsequent 
upheavals. 

Baghdad Radio quoted Hous- 
ing and Construction Minister 
Mahmoud Diyab Al Ahmad as 
telling local newspapers that bis 
ministry has started repairing 
some of tbe 96 bridges destroyed 
across the country by allied 
bombing. 

He said the ministry had also 
begun repairing .the communica- 
tions system in Baghdad and ac- 
cused rebels of stealing many of 
tbe ministry’s equipment. 

Debate on democracy 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said Tuesday Iraq’s National 
Assembly will open on April 6 a 
debate on democratic reforms 
and the serious consequences of 
unrest since the end of the Gulf 
war. 

The agency said the assembly, 
starting its regular spring session, 
would “focus on formulating the 
foundations and bases of the new 
democratic phase.” 

This will include “public liber- 
ties, press freedom and party 
pluralism under tbe supremacy of 
the constitution and the law,’’ 
INA added. 

Tbe move will help “consoli- 
date the Iraqis’ power, unity, 
cohesion and capability.” it said. 

President Saddam promised 
democratic reforms in a speech 
earlier this month. He said these 
wOl lead to a multi-party system 
to replace Baatb Party rule and 
will be put to tiie nation in a 
referendum. 

INA said the assembly would 
also consider “ways in which Iraq 
can overcome the grave damage 
caused by acts of looting, 
plundering, burning and destruc- 
tion carried out by deluded 
saboteurs and mobs will also be. 
discussed.” 

INA said tbe debates would 
also centre on expanding popular 
participation in government and, 
increasing popular support for 
the political changes In the coun- 
try outlined by President Sad- 
dam. 

“The debates will also deal 
with the provisions and clauses of 
the new Iraqi constitution which 
was suspended due to the 
American-Zionist-Atlantic 
aggression,” INA said. 


Cabinet reviews outcome 
of King’s talks with Assad 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Council 
of Ministers Tuesday reviewed 
the outcome of His Majesty King 
Hussein’s visit to Damascus Mon- 
day and his talks with Syrian 
President Hafez Assad. The 
talks, held in two lengthy ses- 
sions. covered numerous Arab 
issues and international and bi- 
lateral affairs, according to the 
Jordan News Agency. Petra. 

Upon the King’s return to Am- 
man late Monday night Prime 
Minister Mudar Bad ran said the 
talks were held in an atmosphere 
of understanding and that the two 
leaders’ views with regard to 
numerous Arab issues were iden- 
tical, Petra reported. 

The King and the Syrian presi- 
dent stressed their determination 
to help safeguard the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of Iraq. 
Petra quoted Mr. Badran as 
saying. 

The two leaders affirmed that 
peace in the Middle East can 


come only through a just and 
lasting settlement to the Palestine 
problem that can ensure the 
rights qf the ‘Palestinian people, 
including their right to self- 
determination on Palestinian soil 
and the establishment of an inde- 
pendent Palestine state, the 
prime minister said. 

The two leaden reviewed at 
length, the current Arab situation 
and emphasised their keenness to 
build a joint Arab stand. Petra 
said. It quoted the prime minister 
as saying that the two leaders 
expressed their desire to exert 
efforts to bolster the Arab 
League and its organisations so 
that it a can heal the rift within 
the Arab World. 

The meeting between the two 
leaders offered a good chance for 
discussions on bilateral issues and 
both leaders agreed on maintain- 
ing consultations to promote 
cooperation between Jordan and 
Syria in various fields, Mr. Bad- 


ran said. 

Tuesday's cabinet meeting also 
reviewed the outcome of a recent 
visit to Amman by Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz and 
the contents of a verbal message 
he delivered to King Hussein 
from Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein, Petra said. 

The King’s visit to Damascus 
Monday came close on the heels 
of Mr. Aziz's visit to Amman 
Saturday - 

According to Petra, the Coun- 
cil of Ministers studied efforts 
being taken to help transcend 
inter-Arab differences and build- 
ing a common ground for jotnt 
Arab action. 

The Cabinet also renewed re- 
ports from the concerned author- 
ities about the damages to 
bridges, roads and public mill ties 
in the southern govcrnoraies of 
Jordan as a result of the recent 

(Coufinufd on page 5) 


National Charter to go 
before general conference 


By Nenneen Murad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The final draft of 
tbe National Charter, the con- 
tract between the people and 
the government over sharing 
power and expanding demo- 
cracy, wfll be put for a referen- 
dum at a general national con- 
ference attended by over 1,000 
representatives of the different 
sectors of the Jordanian socie- 
ty. 

The announcement was 
made by Senator Ahmad 
Obeidat, president of the 
General Commission for draft- 
ing the National Charter. It 
ended months of speculation 
and debate which accompanied 


the intense debates within the 
80-member royally-appointed 
body over the format and con- 
tent of the document and its 
presentation. 

Tbe draft of the National 
Charter, a concept first intro- 
duced to govern the move to 
democracy and political plural- 
ism and provide guidelines for 
the government’s economic 
and social planners, was unani- 
mously approved by tbe mem- 
bers of the commission, en- 
trusted with reaching common 
ground between the different 
political ideologies in the coun- 

Mr. Obeidat. a former prime 
(Continued on page 5) 


Over $550m spent 
on Israeli settlements 


TEL AVIV (R) — An Israeli 
peace group, firing the latest shot 
in a battle over Jewish settlement 
in the occupied territories, said 
Tuesday that Israel had put more 
than half a billion dollars into 
settling Arab territory in the past 
12 months. 

Peace Now said it had identi- 
fied more than 5550 million in 
settlement funded by hardliner 
Ariel Sharon’s housing ministry 
and 5114 million by other minis- 
tries. 

The figures represented actual 
spending and commitments 
signed between April 1990 and 
March 1991 and were based on 
information from sources within a 
government department. Peace 
Now spokesman Airmail Gold- 
blum told Reuters. 

Government spokesman Yossi 
Olmert said that even if the fi- 
gures were correct they were an 
insignificant proportion of 


Israel’s 532 billion budget for 
1990. 

“I can’t say if this figure is true 
or not, although I think sounds 
too high. But even if it is right it is 
only a small percentage of the 
budget so what's the fuss?” he 
said. 

Mr. Sharon said last week his 
ministry would build 13.000 new 
homes in the occupied West Bank 
by 1993 and would double to 
20,000 the Jewish population of 
tbe “annexed” Golan Heights. 

The United States, working to 
broker Arab-Israeli peace talks, 
has condemned settlement as an 
obstacle to peace and Secretary 
of State James Baker this month 
called West Bank settlement 
boom “de facto annexation” (see 
page 21- 

In direct opposition to its 
American ally and financial back- 

( Continu ed on page 5) 


Israeli minister urges 
forces to shoot to kill 


TEL AVIV (AP)— Police Minis- 
ter Roni Milo Tuesday urged 
police and security officers to 
“shoot to kill” Arab, assailants 
attacking or threatening to attack 

Israelis. 

Also Tuesday. Israeli leaders 
rejected U.S. criticism of expul- 
sion orders against four Palesti- 
nians (see page 2). 

A leaflet issued Tuesday by tbe 
Muslim fundamentalist Hamas 
(Zeal) movement praised the re- 
cent fatal attacks on four Jewish 
women, in Jerusalem and called 
for “more of the Jihad opera- 
tions.” 

The Israeli defence cabinet is 
to meet Wednesday to consider 
steps to prevent attacks. 

On tbe eve of this debate, Mr. 
Milo said Israeli officers should 
not be hesitant in their response. 

“When a police or a security 
service officer sees a terrorist of 
an assailant armed with a knife, 
who tries to barm him or 
threatens to harm a civilian, be 
should not be hesitant. He has to 
shoot, and shoot to kill the man 


who comes with a knife.” he said. 

Police said Monday night they 
were investigating the stabbing of 
a Palestinian who said be was 
attacked by Israelis. 

The man was admitted to hos- 
pital with stab wounds to his 
Stomach and back. He told police 
three Jews attacked him on the 
edge of Arab Jerusalem, police 
said. 

At least eight Palestinians were 
wounded during stone- throwing 
clashes with Israeli soldiers Mon- 
day, reports said. 

They said one of the wounded 
included a 16-month-old toddler 
who was shot in the doorway, of 
his house when soldiers raided 
the Ain Beit Bma refugee camp 
in the West Bank. The infant was 
hit in the hip with a live bullet and 
was listed in moderate condition, 
hospital officials said. 

The army confirmed that an 
infant was wounded during a 
stone-throwing clash in the camp 
an said it was examining the 
circumstances in that shooting 
and other reports of violence. 



Adnan Abu Odeh 


Abu Odeh 


meets 

American 

leaders 

Agencies 

HIS MAJESTY' King Hussein’s 
Political Adivsor Adnan Abu 
Odeh is currently visiting 
Washington and has already met 
with Secretary of State James 
Baker and National Security 
Adviser Brent Scowcroft. 

Secretary Baker met with Mr. 
Abu Odeh on Monday at the 
State Department, one of a series 
of meetings Mr. Abu Odeh was 
having in the department and 
with Mr. Scowcroft. 

“Despite our deep disappoint- 
ment with Jordanian behaviour 
during the Gulf crisis, we recog- 
nise that Jordan has a potentially 
important role to play in postwar 
search for greater peace and 
security in the region." spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutwiler told 
reporters. 

“The president emphasised 
that point in a letter to the 
Congressional leadership just last 
week.” 

Mr. Abu Odeh's visit was "part 
of a continuing dialogue on these 
subjects with the Jordanian gov- 
ernment,” she said, adding that 
the question of U.S. aid to Jordan 
was still under review. 

Mr. Baker has said the United 
States was “willing to serve as a 
catalyst,” Ms. Tutwiler empha- 
sised. “If the parties in the region 
wanted to move forward, the 
United States is there.” 

"All the parties that he met 
with agreed that this was a unique 
opportunity.” she continued. 
“All agreed we did not know how 
long this opportunity would exist. 
And this is something that he said 
■he will continue as long as the 
parties in the region are sincerely 
and genuinely interested in work- 
ing on.” 

Ms. Tutwiler cautioned that it 
is “premature" to speculate ab- 
out whether progress has been 
achieved or not towards peace in 
the Middle East. 

Ms. Tutwiler also sharply criti- 
cised Israel’s derision to expel 
four Palestinians from the Gaza 
Strip' accused of being activists in 
the Fateh faction of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
saying the move “cannot possibly 
contribute to the development of 
a peace process" (see page 2). 
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Israel rejects 
U.S. criticism 
of expulsion 


Protest over 
treatment of 
Sudanese 
in Kuwait 

KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Sudan has protested at the Un- 
ited Nations about the treatment 
of Sudanese living in Kuwait. 

The Sudan News Agency. 
SUNA. said a memo delivered to 
Secretary -General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar by Sundan's perma- 
nent representative called on the 
U.N. to intercede with the 
Kuwaiti government to “stop 
crimes and bring all those who 
committed them to justice.” 

U said a number of Sudanese 
had been harassed, insulted and 
treated in a criminal manner. 

The agency gave no details of 
the incidents, but Khartoum 
newspapers report that many 
Sudanese guest workers have 
been beaten up. raped and in at 
least one case killed in Kuwait 
since the end of the Iraqi occupa- 
tion. 

Sudan, with a military govern- 
ment. was sympathetic towards 
Iraq during the Gulf crisis. 

SUNA said the nore called on 
the U.N. to be as committed to 
the protection of human rights of 
all people residing in Kuwait as it 
was to the liberation of the emi- 
rate. 

Kuwait denies charge 

Kuwait Tuesday rejected 
charges that Palestinian residents 
of the emirate were being jailed 
and killed, tbe Kuwaiti News 
Agency (KUNA) reported. 

KUNA, quoted Information 
Minister Badr Jassim A1 Yaqoub 
as saying Kuwait applied the law 
equally to Kuwaitis and non- 
Kuwaitis. 

“These lies and allegations put 
into circulation... are nothing but 
a continuation of the hostile poli- 
cy practiced by known parties 
since the beginning of the crimin- 
al Iraqi invasion.” Mr. Yaqoub 
said. He did not identity the 
parties. 

The U.S. -based human rights 
group Middle East Watch said on 
Thursday. 30 to 40 Palestinians 
had been killed and 2,000 jailed, 
many of them tortured, by 
Kuwaitis seeking revenge since 
the liberation of the emirate. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) supported Iraq 
during the war and some Palesti- 
nians are alleged to have collabo- 
rated with the Iraqis during the 
seven-month occupation of 
Kuwait. 

Mr. Yaqoub said complaints 
would be referred to the courts 
and dealt with according to the 
law. Kuwait was prepared to re- 
ceive international groups to 
monitor the situation. 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Fore- 
ign Minisrer David Levy Tuesday 
rejected Washington’s criticism 
of Israeli expulsion orders against 
four Palestinians, saying expul- 
sions were necessary to the Jew- 
ish state's “security." 

“The really shocking thing is 
they know what is happening.” 
Mr. Levy told Israel Radio. He 
was referring to a spate of Arab 
attacks that took six Jewish lives 
in the past month. 

He charged that the United 
States condemned expulsions as 
an obstacle to peace but never 
made a similar charge about the 
stabbings. 

Mr. Levy was responding to 
U.S. statements Monday on 
Israel's decision to expel four 
Palestinians from the occupied 
Gaza Strip. 

Israel accused them of being 
activists in the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation's (PLO) main- 
stream Fateh faction who alleged- 
ly ordered anti-Israeli violence. 

However, none was directly 
implicated in any of the stabbing 
attacks. 

A hearing on the expulsion 
orders began Tuesday before a 
military appeals panel. If die 
panel upholds the orders, they 
can be appealed to Israel's sup- 
reme court. The court has never 
overturned an expulsion order. 

State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutwiler said 
the orders violated the Fourth 
Geneva Convention on treatment 
of people under occupation. 

“Israel’s decision to deport 
Palestinians at this time cannot 
possibly contribute to the de- 
velopment of a peace process.” 
Ms. Tutwiler added. U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker has 
been seeking ways to get a Mid- 
dle East peace process under way 
following the Gulf war. 

Ms. Tutwiler said a protest was 
lodged in Israel by U.S. Ambas- 
sador William Brown and with 
the Israeli embassy in Washing- 
ton by Assistant Secretary of 
State John Kelly. 

The timing of the Israeli move 
was especially sensitive since Mr. 
Baker only last week returned 
from a Middle East trip in which 
he urged Israel and Arab states to 
begin confidence-building steps 
as a prelude to peace negotia- 
tions. 

Specifically, he urged Israel to 
ease control on Palestinians in the 
occupied territories. The exact 
list of steps he proposed has not 
been published but they are be- 
lieved to have included releasing 
some prominent Palestinians in 
Israeli jails and allowing schools 


and universities to reopen. 

But the mood in Israel seems to 
be driving events in the opposi- 
te direction. In Sunday's 
cabinet meeting. Minister with- 
out Portfolio Rehavam Zeevi de- 
manded all Palestinians of the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip be permanently barred from 
Israel. 

He also demanded the expul- 
sion of all “murderers and inci- 
ters” with tbeir families, the clo- 
sure of Palestinian newspapers in 
Arab Jerusalem, and a review of 
the army's rules of engagement 
when faced with protests. 

Mr. Zeevi was backed by hard- 
line ministers Ariel Sharon and 
Yuval Neeman. Agriculture 
Minister Rafael Eitan added that 
Arabs should be hanged, their 
families expelled and their homes 
demolished. 

Mr. Sharon, leader of a power- 
ful faction in the ruling Likud 
Party, Monday urged the govern- 
ment to expel hundreds of 
Palestinians from the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

The United States routinely 
protests expulsions but Ms. Tut- 
wiler’s statement Monday was 
unusually strongly-worded. 

“Deportations are a violation 
of the Fourth Geneva Conven- 
tion as it pertains to the treatment 
of inhabitants of the occupied 
territories.” she said. 

“The United States believes 
that charges of wrongdoing 
should be brought in a court of 
law based on evidence to be 
argued in a public trial.” 

At the United Nations, Secret- 
ary General Javier Perez de Cuel- 
lar also called on Israel to recon- 
sider its decision to expel the lour 
Palestinians, saving this was a 
violation of the Geneva conven- 
tion on the protection of tiviltans. 

In Vienna. Austria, the Un- 
ited Nations Relief and Works 
Agency ("UNRWA) for Palestine 
refugees expressed “deep regret" 
Tuesday over the Israeli expul- 
sion order. 

The statement was made by 
UNRWA Commissioner General 
liter Tuerkmen at a news confer- 
ence in New York Monday and 
released by the agency's head- 
quarters in Vienna. 

Mr. Tuerkmen “has expressed 
deep regret that Israel is con- 
tinuing with its policy of expelling 
Palestinians from the occupied 
territory.” UNRWA said. 

It said four Palestinian refugees 
registered with UNRWA, two of 
them UNRWA employees, were 
served with expulsion orders by 
the Israeli authorities on March 
21 . 


Hostage 

release 

said 

delayed 

BEIRUT (AP) — The conserva- 
tive newspaper AI Diyar said 
Tuesday that the expected release 
of foreign hostages in Lebanon 
was delayed by conflicting condi- 
tions from the various parties 
involved in the complex issue. 

“Negotiations which had origi- 
nally achieved major progress to- 
ward an early settlement for this 
issue, recently faced new condi- 
tions,” the newspaper said. 

It was Al Diyar 's second report 
backing off a story last Wednes- 
day saying the 13 Westerners 
were to be released this past 
weekend. On Saturday it re- 
ported the negotiations had 
“stumbled.” 

The missing Westerners are six 
Americans, four Britons, two 
Germans and an Italian. Terry 
Anderson. 43. of Lorain, Ohio, 
chief Middle East correspondent 
for the Associated Press, is the 
longest-held hostage. He was kid- 
napped March 16, 1985. 

The newspaper report did not 
list the parties involved in the 
issue of the hostages, believed 
held mainly by pro-Iranian fac- 
tions. 

Al Diyar said among condi- 
tions holding up the release were 
freedom of Shi'ite cleric Abdul 
Karim Obeid, the release of 
Israeli soldiers missing in Leba- 
non, and establishing the fate of 
four Iranians missing since 1982. 

The Iranians, who have been 
repeatedly raised as an issue by 
the government in Tehran, are 
believed to be dead. 

Sheikh Obeid. an activist of the 
Hizbollah. was kidnapped by 
Israeli troops from his village of 
Jibsheet in South Lebanon in July 
1989. 

Israel has in the past offered to 
swap Sheikh Obeid and about 300 
Lebanese held by Israeli-backed 
Lebanese militiamen in exchange 
for all Western hostages and 
seven missing Israeli soldiers. 

Islamic Jihad for the Liberation 
of Palestine said in a statement 
last week that release of Sheikh 
Obeid and other Arab prisoners 
was a condition for freeing Amer- 
ican educators Jesse Turner and 
Alann Steen, who were kidnap- 
ped in. 1987. 

AI Diyar's report said missing 
Anglican envoy Terry Waite was 
moved by his kidnappers five 
months ago to a new hideour in 
Sidon, 40 kilometres from Beirut. 
It said the reason for the move 
was not known. 

Mr. Waite. 52. disappeared 
Jan. 20. 1988. while in Lebanon 
to negotiate for the release of 
foreign hostages. 


U.S. may turn a profit from Gulf war 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States could turn a profit 
i on the Gulf war if allied pledges 
arc paid in full and the war's costs 
are determined by a stria stan- 
dard. congressional budget 
analysts said Monday. 

Pledges from allies, including 
Gulf states plus Japan and Ger- 
many. now total $54.5 billion, of 
which some $2t».<» billion has been 
paid in cash or services, according 
to the latest tally. 

But congressional budget offi- 
cials, citing the shortness of the 
war and unexpectedly low losses 
in equipment, say the cost of 
Operation Desert Storm will be 
closer to $4(1 billion. 

If that figure proves accurate, 
the government may not need the 
$15 billion appropriated Iasi week 
by Congress in a bill that awaits 
President George Bush's signa- 
ture, The treasury could even 
wind up with money left over. 

But it all depends on what is 
counted in the war tally. 

There is broad agreement that 

the costs should include moving 
troops and equipment to the Gulf 
and home again: lost airplanes. 


tanks and other equipment; and 
spent ammunition, missiles and 
bombs. 

But other costs are in dispute. 
For example, should the Defence 
Department be able to claim 
higher fuel costs due to the war’s 
impact on oil prices'. 1 Should the 
figure include wear and tear on 
equipment or any delays in the 
planned reduction in rhe U.S. 
military - 

And what about money doled 
out to allies os compensation or 
rewards for their help? Some S7 
billion in past military debt from 
Egypt has been forgiven; Israel is 
receiving an additional $650 mil- 
lion, and Turkey stands to receive 
$200 million extra. 

"There is a great temptation to 
throw a lot of stuff in." said one 
congressional official . speaking 
on condition of anonymity. “We 
are suspicious about some of the 
Defence Department’s costs." 
said another budget analyst on 
Capitol Hill- 

One official said Congress was 
operating at a disadvantage be- 
cause it had to rely on incomplete 


Defence Department estimates 
for some of its figures. "We don't 
have any data on tonnage ship- 
ped. hours flown by aircraft or 
miles put on tanks in training.” 
the official said. 

The Defence Department 
argues that not only those costs, 
but the long-term bills for veter- 
ans' pensions and medical care 
also could legitimately be 
ascribed to the war. Gen. Colin 
Powell, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, has said the total 
will run to $60 billion or $65 
billion, in excess of allied con- 
tributions. 

In addition, the Defence De- 
partment points out that troops 
are being withdrawn slowly and 
that the need for a U.S. presence 
in southern Iraq could continue 
for months. 

The prospect that the United 
States could reap a windfall from 
the war already has angered the 
Germans, who have pledged $6.5 

billion. Chancellor Helmut Kohl 

has questioned whether the full 
pledge should be paid, and Ger- 
man Finance Minister Theo 


Waigel was in Washington Mon- 
day for talks on the subject. 

Last week, responding to 
allegations in Germany that the 
United States might make a profit 
on the war. Stale Department 
spokesman Richard Boucher said 
they were “completely unfound- 
ed." 

He said the total cost is ex- 
pected to be in excess of the $54.5 
billion estimate. 

And in Tokyo Monday, 
Japanese Prime Minister Toshild 
Kaifu said bis country will not 
boost its war pledge to make up 
for $400 million dollars lost 
through changing currency ex- 
change rates. In January, the 
Japanese pledged 117 trillion yen, 
or $9*billion at the time. But the 
yen has weakened since then, 
making the pledge worth only 
S8.6 billion. 

It may be months before full 
cost information is available. The 
Defence Department must make 
a full accounting to Congress 
under legislation approved before 
lawmakers adjournal last week 
for their Easter recess. 


Iraqi envoy wounded in Ankara blast 

countries have used the name 


ANKARA (Agencies) — An Ira- 
qi diplomat was wounded in a car 
bomb blast in Ankara Tuesday. 

A caller c laiming to speak for 
Muslim fundamentalists said the 
attack was in revenge for Bagh- 
dad's alleged use of chemical 
weapons against anti-government 
rebels. 

Iraqi Commercial Attache Ali 
Feisal Hussein was wounded in 
the feet when a bomb planted in 
his Mercedes exploded, Turkey's 
Anatolian news agency said. 

“Tbe bomb went off when he 
turned the ignition as his children 
were getting into the car,” a 
12-year-old girl named Nilay 
Sedan told Reuters at the scene, 
in the residential Cankaya dis- 
trict. “It shook the bnildings like 
an earthquake.” 


A teenaged girl was in the car 
when the bomb exploded and a 
younger boy was standing beside 
it, she added. 

Anatolian said the envoy’s four 
children had been there at the 
time but were not hurt. 

The agency said an anonymous 
caller told an Istanbul newspaper 
that Islamic Jihad (holy war) car- 
ried out the attack “to protest at 
the massacre with chemical 
weapons in Iraq." 

Mr. Hussein was about to take 
his children to school, police said. 
The children were uninjured. 

“I heard an explosion after my 
husband turned on the motor,” 
Naide Al Rubai, Mr. Hussein’s 
wife, was quoted as saying to the 
Anatolian. It was unclear if she 
was in the car, too. or nearby 


when the explosion occurred. 

Mr. Hussein was hospitalised 
with leg injuries from the explo- 
sion. He was appointed to The 
post six months ago. 

The explosion sparked a fire 
which was put out by firefighters 
in the district, according to state 
radio. Witnesses said the fire 
heavily damaged the car. 

Police said they were investi- 
gating. 

The pro-Iranian Islamic Jihad, 
a Shi’ite group based in Beirut, 
claimed responsibility for a bomb 
attack which wounded a Saudi 
Arabian embassy staffer in Ank- 
ara in October 1989. 

It was not clear if the latest 
attack was carried out by the 
Beirut-based group. Several 
groups in different Middle East 


Islamic Jihad. 

The diplomat’s car, parked in 
an empty lot opposite his apart- 
ment block, was reduced to a 
blac ke ned hulk with melted tyres 
by the explosion at about 830 
a.m. (0630 GMT). 

Plainclothes police gathered 

pieces of tbe wrecked car as 4! 
evidence. Windows of a nearby 
car and bnildings were broken. 

Earlier this year Turkey asked 
50 Iraqi diplomats, embassy staff, 
teachers and oilmen and their 
families to leave and kept the 
remaining 25 Iraqi officials undo- 

close surveillance. 

Turkey allowed U.S. planes to 
fly bombing missions against Iraq 
during the six-week Gulf war, but 
sent no troops to the Gulf. 


Somali airstrip strafed 
after peace team arrives 


KISMAYO, Somalia (R) — A 
lone fighter aircraft strafed an 
airstrip near Somalia’s southern 
port of Kismayo on Monday, 
minutes after the arrival of a 
senior Italian diplomat on a peace 
mission to the war-torn country. 

Mario Seca, Rome’s ambassa- 
dor in Mogadishu until diplomats 
were evacuated in January, was 
on a visit to meet aimed factions 
opposed to die interim govern- 
ment set up in the capital after 
the ouster of former President 
Mohammad Siad Barre. 

Minutes after Mr. Seca and 
three other Italian government 
officials landed at the airstrip in a 
Boeing 707 and drove into Kis- 
mayo, a Russian-built MiG fight- 
er swooped overhead and strafed 
the runway, witnesses told Reu- 
ters. 

The jet's identity was not con- 
firmed. But Kismayo residents 
said it belonged to the United 
Somali Congress (USC), a former 
rebel group which now controls 
the capital. 

“Tbeir aim was to intimidate 
us, and it's an intolerable breach 
of trust,” said Mr. Seca. 

Mr. Seca added that he had 
visited Mogadishu and the north- 
ern port of Berbers on Sunday 
before flying to Kismayo, 450 km 


south of the capital, to try to 
persuade at least eight clan-based 
factions to stop the civil war. 

No-one was injured in the 
attack and the fighter's cannon- 
fire hit wide of the aircraft, the 
witnesses said. 

Meanwhile, a coalition of 
armed factions opposed to the 
interim government and advanc- 
ing on Mogadishu said they had 
repulsed a USC counter-attack 
about 65 km south of the capital. 

Combined -forces of the Somali 
Patriotic Movement (SFM), the 
Somali Salvation Democratic 
Front (SSDF) and members of 
Mr. Siad Bane’s ethnic dan cap- 
tured Shalanbod, 90 km from 
Mogadishu, last Friday, military 
commanders told a Reuter cor- 
respondent who visited the battle 
front. 

Rotting corpses line the road to 
Mogadishu and local villages are 
deserted of civilians. Relief offi- 
cials say op to 600,000 displaced 
people have fled to Kismayo to 
escape the fighting, where they 
face severe food shortages. 

The coalition accuses the USC 
of massacres and rejects the 
USC-appoinied interim govern- 
ment of President Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad. 


Government troops halt 
rebel march on Khost 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — Govern- 
ment soldiers have halted a 
bloody rebel advance on Afgha- 
nistan's southeastern city of 
Khost after a week of fierce 
fighting, diplomats said Tuesday. 

The U.S.-backed rebels broke 
through heavily defended govern- 
ment lines a week earlier, over- 
ran key security posts and des- 
troyed government supply air- 
craft al Khost’s airport, according 
to the reports. 

Thousands of guerrilla fighters 
reportedly took part in the offen- 
sive, arriving from refugee camps 
scattered throughout Pakistan's 
nigged Northwest Frontier Pro- 
vince. 

But since the fighting began, 
the government has resupplied its 
besieged troops by air, said tbe 
Western and Afghan sources, 
who spoke on condition of not 
being named. 

“Things seem to have stalled. 
It looks like a stalemate now,” 
said one of the diplomatic 
sources, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

There were no reports of 
casualties. Tbe Afghan govern- 
ment has rejected tbe claims of 
rebel advances around Khost. 

Speaking on Radio Kabul. 
President Najibullah charged 
Monday that Washington and 
Islamabad were waging a misin- 
formation campaign and so-called 
military successes were merely 
hollow boasts. 

‘They are reporting that they 
are capturing this place and that 
place, but, all these reports are 
just to make their bosses happy," 
said Mr. Najibullah, presumably 
referring to the United States and 
Pakistan. 


But several foreign and Afghan 
observers in Pakistan said insur- 
gents, armed by the United States 
and Saudi Arabia, had been hit- 
ting hard at government forces 
near Khost — until Monday. 

According to observers, the 
government in Kabul retaliated, 
with heavy artillery fire and mis-' 
sile attacks launched from the 
capital. 

Minhaj, a spokesman for a 
rebel go vemment- in-exi le head- 
quartered in Pakistan, claimed up 
to 40 Scud missiles struck rebel 
positions during the week. Mos- 
cow delivered hundreds of Scud 
missiles to Kabul in 1989, shortly 
after withdrawing about 115,000 
soldiers. 

The Red Army fought for nine 
years in Afghanistan in an 
attempt to crush the insurgency 
before withdrawing in February 
1989 amid a stalemate in the 
fighting. 

Najibullah’s forces have since 
consolidated their grip on most 
Afghan provincial capitals, while 
the guerrillas control most of the 
countryside. 

The United States has supplied 
billions of dollars in military aid 
to the rebels and Saudi Arabia is 
believed to bave given even 
more. 

Several analysts say both the 
rebels and tbeir backers were 
anxious for a military success at 
Khost to justify continued arms 
shipments. 

But one diplomat who asked 
not to be identified said: “Cer- 
tainly there will be a lot of dis- 
appointment (if the rebels foil ax 
Khost)... but the outcome of this 
will not change the support," 


Moscow wants fewer 
foreign forces, 
bigger U.N. role in Gulf 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
Soviet Union said Monday fore- 
ign troops' in the Gulf region 
should be greatly reduced and the 
United Nations should establish a 
naval force to protea shipping 
lanes. 

Soviet Ambassador Yuli 
Vorontsov circulated what he cal- 
led “comments on a post-ciisic 
settlement in the ’Persian* Gulf 
area 1 ' which should include a 
solution to the'Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. 

Mr. Vorontsov distributed the 
paper as the permanent members 
of the Security Council — the 
United States, the Soviet Union, 
Britain, France and China — 
were working on a U.S. -initiated 
resolution that would dismantle 
most of Iraq's military capability. 

“Our proposal to establish nav- 
al forces under the United Na- 
tions flag in case of any threats to 
shipping in the ‘"Persian’ GuJf 
remains relevant," he said. 

Without specifically addressing 
the resolution, Mr. Vorontsov 
said that a “new level of confi- 
dence” between the five perma- 
nent members of the council jus- 
tifies the resumption of discussion 
on reactivating the U.N. Military 
Staff Committee. 

This committee, composed of 
military envoys from the five, is 
empowered under the U.N. 
Charter to direct aimed forces in 
case of war. The United States 
and other allies rejected such a 
role in the Gulf war for the 
committee, nearly dormant since 
the founding of the United Na- 
tions. 

Mr. Vorontsov said a foreign 
military presence in the Gulf 


should not exceed levels that 
existed in the region before Aug. 
1, 1990, the day before Iraq 
invaded Kuwait. 

“If foreign military support -is 
needed for a given period of time, 
U.N. peacekeeping forces or 
U.N. observers or both, together 
with contingents of Arab, Mus- 
lim and other countries could 
play their role," be said. 

Tbe ambassador said the key 
role in determining the para- 
meters of the post-crisis settle- 
ment belonged to the Guff states 
themselves. But he warned 
against the “creation of closed, 
bloc-type groupings cut off from 
other countries.” 

He said the Kuwaiti crisis 
underlined the urgent need for 
consistent steps towards the 
limitation of the arms race in the 
region as well as a resolution of 
the Israeli-Arab conflict. 4 
"Notwithstanding all the com- 
plexities of this process, it is 
already feasible to put forward 
the goal of maintaining the ba- 
lance of forces on ever- 
decreasing levels of arma- 
ments," Mr. Vorontsov said. 

He said proposals creating a 
zone in the Middle East free of 
weapons of mass destruction de- 
served serious attention as well as 
: a balanced reduction of . arms 
supplies to the region. 

1 “We believe that the establish- 
'“ment of 'a' region-wide security 
system should not be an isolated 
aa but should rather be a process 
which would require time to de- 
velop," Mr. Vorontsov said. 

“There is therefore all tbe 
more need to undertake the first 
steps as soon as possible...” 


Couple held in Israel not 
suspects in Odeh killings 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
court Tuesday ordered an Israeli 
couple jailed for 15 days follow- 
ing a U.S. extradition request in 
connection with the 1980 bomb- 
ing death of a California woman. 

The couple, Rachel and 
Reuven Manning, also are sought 
for questioning in the - 1985 
slaying of an Arab- American 
leader, defence attorney Yaacov 
Aryeh said. 

But ministry spokeswoman 
Etty Eshed -said the Mannings 
were not suspected of killing 
Arab- American activist Alexan- 
der Odeh as reported by Israeli 
media after their arrest on Sun- 
day. 

Israeli media had linked the 
Mannings to the death-by bomb- 
ing of Mr. Odeh, regional execu- 
tive director of the Arab- 
American Anti-Discrimination 
Committee (ADC) in Santa Ana, 
California, in 1985. 

Tbe militant Jewish Defence 
League (JDL) was suspected in 
the bombing. Israeli media said 
Manning was a militant in the 
anti-Arab Kacfa movement of the 
late rabbi Meir Kahane, who also 
founded the JDL. 

The Mannings were arrested at 
tbeir home Sunday in the Jewish 


settlement of Kiryat Arba in the 
occupied West Bank. They immi- 
grated to Israel from the United 
States about 10 years ago and 
Hebraized their names from 
..Rochelle and Robert. 

The United States requested 
extradition of the couple in De- 
cember on suspicion they were 
involved in sending a booby- 
trapped electrical appliance to a 
computer . firm in Manhattan 
Beach, California. 

A secretary at the company, 
Patricia Wilkerson, was killed 
when the device exploded as she 
plugged it in, Israeli prosecutor 
Marvin Hankin told the 80- 
minute court session. 


Mr. Hankin added that t 
bomb apparently was intend 
for Ms. Wilkerson’s boss, Bren 
Crouthamel, and involved a “p 
vate feud.” He did not elaboral 
U.S. prosecutors have alleg 
that Mrs. Manning’s fingerprii 
were^ found on a letter accoi 
panying the device and that fa 
husband’s prints were on t 
package in which it was sent. 

Magistrates court Judge Mos 
Ravid ordered the Mannings he 
until April 9 so the Israeli justi 
m ini stry could seek an extraditii 
pennit from a district court. 
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Masri in Rabat with 
message to King Hassan 


RABAT (J.T.) — Foreign Minis- 
, ter Taher AJ Masri arrived Tues- 
day in Rabat on a two-day visit 
during which he will meet King 
Hassan II of Morocco to convey 
to him a verbal message from His 
Majesty King Hussein dealing 
with current Arab affairs and the 
means of bolstering Arab solidar- 
ity under the present circumst- 
ances. 

Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said that Mr. Masri would hold 
talks with his Moroccan counter- 
pan Abdul Latif Filali on current 
Arab affairs, joint Arab action, 
Arab and international questions 
of common concern to Jordan 
and Morocco as well as means of 
boosting bilateral cooperation. 

Mr. Masri had already visited 
Tunisia, Algeria and Libya in his 
current tour of the Arab Maghreb 


Union countries, and delivered 
verbal messages dealing with the 
Arab issues, from King Hussein 
to their leaders. 

While in Tunis, Mr. Masri had 
a meeting with Palestine Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat for a review 
of the general situation in die 
Arab World and efforts that have 
to be exerted to stimulate joint 
Arab action within the 
framework of the Arab League. 

Mr. Masri is expected to attend 
the Arab League meeting sche- 
duled for Cairo on March 30 
along with most of the Arab 
foreign ministers. 

The Arab- Israeli question, 
issues of common concern to the 
Arab World and means of reviv- 
ing joint Arab economic action 
are among the topics on the 
ministers' agenda. 


Abu Qoura stresses need to 
provide assistance to Iraqis 


AMMAN (J.T.) — President of 
the Standing Committee of the 
International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Ahmad Abu Qoura 
Tuesday received in his office 
delegations representing the Red 
Cross societies in Britain, the 
Netherlands, Germany and the 
U.S. Earthste wards Organisation 
and discussed with them the ser- 
vices they can provide to Iraq to 
help the Iraqi people under the 
current circumstances. 

Abu Qoura stressed in separate 
meetings with these delegations 
the Jordanian National Red Cres- 
cent Society’s interest in provid- 
ing the necessary facilities for 


such teams to enable them render 
humanitarian aid to the people of 
Iraq. 

Following his meetings with 
them, Abu Qoura said that these 
delegations would visit Iraq 
Wednesday for talks with Iraqi 
Red Crescent officials aimed at 
assessing humanitarian needs 
under these circumstances. 

In his meetings with the U.S. 
Earthstewards Organisation and 
the Gulf Humanitarian Relief 
Team, currently on a visit to 
Jordan, Abu Qoura briefed them 
on the JNRCS’s humanitarian 
efforts since the onset of the Gulf 
crisis on Aug. 2. 


JVA carries out repair 
work to rain-damaged areas 


AMMAN (XT.) — The Jordan 
Valley Authority (JVA) has 
mobilised all its resources and 
technical teams to cany out ur- 
gent work needed to restore the 
damaged agricultural and water 
projects in southern Jordan, 
according to JVA Secretary 
Genera] Abdul Aziz Wisfaah. 

“Most of the irrigation installa- 
tions set up at Ghor Haditha. 
Mazraa, Dbiraa, Ghor Safi, Fifa . 
and Khansixeh ... have sustained 
damage of various degrees and • 
the JVA teams, working in coop- 
eration with Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation staff and local au- 
thorities, are trying to help the 
local population and fanners re- 
sume their normal life," said Dr. 
Wishah in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

“Water pumps, bridges, can- 
als, culverts and crops were all 
washed away or inundated by the 
heavy rain that fell for three days 
in the Tafileh, Karak and Maan 
districts, in the south. Besides 
devastating crops the rain killed 
thousands of heads of sheep and 
flooded stores, homes and va- 
rious other centres," said Dr. 
Wishah. 

“The JVA has worked out an 
emergency plan for restoring va- 
rious installations and is receiving 
help in this matter from the 
m Jordanian armed forces units 
found in the south as well as local 
organisations which are providing 
equipment and technicians to 
help repair irrigation canals," Dr. 
Wishah added. 

The recent rains, he said, re- 
plenished by eight million cubic 
metres of water the Jordanian 


dams set up to collect water for 
irrigation in the dry season. 
According to Dr. Wishah, King 
Talal dam has collected more 
than 25 milli on cubic metres of 
water since the start of the rainy 
season, five in the past few days 
alone. 

Ministry of Water and Irriga- 
tion officials said that the dams 
are filled with more than 39 per 
cent of their total capacity and 
. that the country has passed - the .! 
. dangerous level of water shortage - 
though the country still needs 
much more. 

The officials said that the dams 
have a total capacity of more than 
107 million cubic metres, but 
have only collected nearly 42 
million so far. 

Minister of Water and Irriga- 
tion Saad Serour visited Karak 
and other areas in the south 
Monday and inspected the 
affected areas. After touring 
areas with damaged bridges, 
landslides and rural areas that 
suffered severe damages, the 
minister said that the government 
would compensate owners of 
agricultural units who sustained 
heavy losses. 

Mr. Serour, who was accompa- 
nied by Dr. Wishah and other 
officials, said that work was 
under way to repair the damages - 
and help the fanners to resume 
their work. 

He particularly noted that 
work was going on around the 
clock to deal with the problem of 
water supplies which, in several 
inundated areas, was mixed with 
impure wter. 


Officials visit Jordan Valley 
to assess extent of damage 


KARAK (Petra) — Secretary 
General of the Ministry of Public 
Works and Housing Rash dan AJ 
Rashdan Tuesday visited the 
southern Jordan Valley region 
and several areas in Karak G ov- 
ernorate to get aquainted with 
the extent of damage afflicted by 
floods to roads and bridges. 

Mr. Rashdan, who was accom- 
panied on the visit by Karak 
Public Works Department Direc- 
tor- Jazi A1 Gharaibeh, said 
almost all roads in Karak Gov- 


e mo rate were open. 

He called on motorists to drive 
carefully and affirmed that the 
ministry bad taken all precaution- 
ary measures in areas affected by 
the floods, which are considered 
the worst in 30 years. 

Mr. Rashdan's visit conies 
within the framework of visits by 
officials to areas affected by the 
bad weather to assess the extent 
of damages and define the work 
needed for restoration and re- 
pairs. 


' HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King condoles Al Habashneh family 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday dele- 
gated Karak Governor Eid Qatameh to convey his condolences to 
Al Habashneh family over the death of Shinwan Al Habashneh. 


Survey to identify disabled 

NORTH SHOUNEH (Petra) — The Social Development De- 
partment here has embarked on a survey aimed at identifying the 
. disabled in the various towns and villages of the North Shouneh 
’(? district. The department Director Isam AJ A rja called on all 
citizens in the district to cooperate with the social workers who 
will be carrying out the survey and to inform them on cases of 
disability, to study each case separately. 



Her Royal Highness Princess Basina Tuesday chair s ® roundtable conference (Petra photo) . 



Even medicine for exclusive Jordanian use held up 
-» — — 

U.S. rules makes it difficult for 
humanitarian aid to reach Iraq 


By P.V. Vivefcanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — U.S. customs and 
export control authorities are 
making it difficult for various 
humanitarian organisations to 
send relief supplies and medicine 
which could possibly find their 
way to Iraq to the extent that 
even Jordan-bound medicines are 
being held up, according to relief 
agency representatives. 

A prominent human rights 
activist has described the U.S. 
policy on aid to Iraq as “barbar- 
ic." 

The latest consignment to be 
delayed at Kennedy Internationa] 
• Airport, New York, was 2,000 
.pounds (almost one tonne) of 
antibiotics, antk hospital - Supplies 
-specifically requested by the Jor- 
dan National Red Crescent Socie- 
ty (JNRCS) for exclusive use In 
Jordan, the head of an American 
humanitarian organisation said 
Tuesday. 

The authorities insisted on a 
special licence for the export of 
the consignment to Jordan, thus 
forcing a delegation from the 
organisation, Earthstewards Net- 
work based in Seattle, Washing- 
ton, to leave behind the shipment 
and head for Jordan Saturday, 
said Danaan Parry, director of 
Earthstewards who is now in Am- 
man. 

“The entire consignment, 
worth about $100,000, is for ex- 
clusive use in Jordan and specifi- 
cally requested by the Red Cres- 
cent," Mr. Parry told the Jordan 
Tunes. 

The shipment was raised with 
contributions collected by two 
American organisations — 
"Peace Table" and “Gulf Huma- 
nitarian Relief’ — Mr. Parry 
said. 

Earthstewards, an internation- 
al organisation which maintains 
worldwide chapters, is focusing 
its attention on extending help to 
Jordanians, mostly expatriates 
who have been forced to return to 


the Kingdom in the wake of the 
Gulf crisis, Mr. Parry explained. 

Lawyers and clearing agents 
were trying to clear the process of 
shipping the consignment to Jor- 
dan, and it was believed that the 
authorities had given the green 
light by Tuesday. 

An Earthsteward doctor will be 
accompanying the shipment, Mr. 
Pany said. 

Her Majesty Queen Noor 
Monday met with the Earthste- 
wards delegation, currently visit- 
ing Jordan, and reviewed with 
them the affects of the Golf crisis 
on the Jordanian society, and 
discussed ways through which 
help could be extended to those 
affected. 

The delegation is trying to 
• obtain detailed information 'on 
"Jordan’s actual needs and “go 
back and try to work on them at 
home,” Mr. Parry said. The de- 
legation will be meeting with the 
minister of industry and trade as 
well as the bead of the Aqaba 
port before its departure from 
Jordan on April 6. 

Lawyers representing another 
humanitarian group. Fellowship 
for Reconciliation — a church- 
affiliated organisation which has 
been sending medicine and hos- 
pital supplies to Iraq ever since 
the Gulf crisis erupted and the 
U.N. imposed sanction against 
Iraq — meanwhile managed to 
dear a 5,000-pound (about 2.5 
tonnes) of medicine and hospital 
supplies to be sent to Iraq, re- 
ports from the U.N. said. 

The Fellowship consignment 
was also held up at New York on 
Saturday, a few hours before it 
was destined to be loaded aboard 
a Royal Jordanian (RJ) aircraft 
bound for Amman. 

The Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion had planned to challenge 
U.S. regulations in court if the 
authorities bad not granted a 
licence for export of the ship- 
ment, according to the group’s' 
lawyers. 

“The very concept of the U.S. 


government licensing humanita- 
rian shipments is outrageous and 
imm oral and it is time for us to 
rethink that whole policy,’’ 
Douglas Hostetler, head of the 
organisation, was quoted as 
saying Monday. 

A lawyer for the group said 
that “our ultimate goal is to have 
the United States government 
pull out of the business of saying 
who can and cannot provide 
assistance and in what way." 

The administration also came 
under fire from human rights 
activist Ramsey Oark, a former 
U.S. attorney general, who ac- 
cused Washington of deliberately 
trying to keep aid from Iraq.' 

“For the United States of 
America, which inflicted the 
■ harm in the first place... for it to 
then have the cruelty and audac- 
ity to seize medical supplies going 
to the sick is barbaric," Mr. Clark 
told a press conference in New * 
York, according to the Assoti- ■ 
ated Press. 

Mr. Clark visited Iraq in 
February and reported that the 
Iraqis were in dire needs of essen- 
tial supplies. He said Monday he 
believed at least 25,000 Iraqis bad 
been killed in the war and 
“thousands and thousands" more 
injured. 

The U.N. Security Council Fri- - 
day effectively lifted an embargo 
on food and other essential sup- 
plies to Iraq, but other restric- 
tions remain in place. 

Medicines are exempt from the 
trade embargo that remains in 
effect. 

U.S. rules require donors to 
declare the contents of medical 
shipments and the recipients. 
Those who fail to comply face 
fines of up to $1 million and 
prison sentences of up to three 
years. In the case of the Fel- 
lowship of Recondliation, the 
Jordanian National Red Crescent 
was to distribute the aid to the 
Iraqi Red Crescent and to a 
chil dren’s hospital in Baghdad. 


Jordan, Germany sign memoranda . 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The German 
. government Tuesday signed three 
momoranda with the Jordanian 
government providing DM 2.3 
million worth of technical assist- 
ance to the Kingdom, benefitting 
the Ministry of Agricultural pro- 
jects, 'and German Ambassador 
here Heinrich Reiners said that 
the assistance reflected Bonn’s 
realisation of Jordan's plight as a 
result of the Gulf crisis. 

"The German government 
understands the negative results 
of the Gulf war on the Kingdom 
of Jordan and is trying to help the 
country in different ways," said 
the ambassador at a ceremony for 
signing the memoranda at the 
Ministry Of P lanning . 

The memoranda were signed 
for Jordan by Minister of Plan- 
ning Khaled Amin Abdullah who 
voiced the Kingdom’s deep 
appreciation of the German 
assistance under the present cir- 
cumstances. 

Jordan, the minister said, is 
committed to implementing de- 
velopment schemes, with help 
from Germany, and is striving to 
maximise benefits from such pro- 
jects. 

“In the post-war era and in the 
light of Jordan's difficult cir- 
cumstances resulting from the 
Gulf crisis, Amman is seeking to 


implement all agreements signed 
with other countries with a view 
to ensuring maximum benefits 
from them,” the minister said at 
the ceremony. 

The ambassador said that Bonn 
had promised DM 150 million in 
aid to Jordan to help it overcome 
part of the damages to its eco- 
nomy, sustained because of the 
Gulf war. The promise came 
from German Foreign Minister 
Hans Dietrich Genscher during 
his recent visit to Jordan. 

Towards the end of last year, 
the ambassador said, the German 
government pledges another DM 
180 million in a grant to Jordan in 
partial compensation for its losses 
resulting from the war. 

The ambassador expressed 
hope that German companies 
would soon come to invest in 
Jordanian projects in cooperation 
with the private sector and Jorda- 
nian firms. He noted that one of 
these German companies last 
year helped carry out the Dead 
Sea Hotel project. 

According to the Ministry of 
Planning, the first memorandum 
signed Tuesday provides for con- 
sultancy services and equipment 
to the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Bonn and Amman agree to 


cooperate for a three-year period 
on the project “advisory assist- 
ance" to the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture with a view to advising the 
min istry on the preparation of 
strategies and concepts for a con- 1 
sistent agricultural policy and . 
assisting it in the establishment of 
an appropriate policy-planning 
department, the memorandum 
said. 

The second memorandum pro- 
vides for German assistance to 
the Jordan Cooperative Orga- 
nisation (JCO) until Dec. 31, 
1991. The assistance has been 
provided to JCO since 1982 for 
the establishment and operation 
of agricultural machine stations. 
Under die terms of the memoran- 
dum Germany will provide equip- 
ment and experts. 

The third memorandum relates 
to assistance to the Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA). Amman and 
Bonn will cooperate on the pro- 
ject of advisory assistance to the 
JVA with a view to developing 
the agricultural potential of the 
Jordan Valley and creating 
permanent living and working 
.conditions for its population, tire' 
■third memorandum noted. It said 
that experts and equipment 
would be provided for the con- 
tinuation of the project 


Conference stresses role 


of voluntary sector in 
tackling economic hardships 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basina, chair- 
person of the Board of Trustees 
of Queen Alia Jordan Social Wel- 
fare Fund (QAF) Tuesday said 
that the economic recession 
which hit the region since the 
middle of 1980s and the Gulf 
crisis has dealt a heavy blow to 
Jordan. 

Addressing a round table con- 
ference on the role of the volun- 
tary sector in meeting the current 
needs. Princess Basina called for 
increased efforts to alleviate the 
sufferings of people and to contri- 
bute towards providing the basic 
needs for ensuring decent living 
conditions. 

“Such efforts fall within the 
principle of social solidarity 
which our Islamic religion has 
advocated and which translates 
the divine wisdom," the Princess 
said. 

Princess Basma said that Jor- 
dan bad been able, through its 
dedication, to achieve progress 
and prosperity, despite its meagre 
resources. “The country has also 
made remarkable achievements 
in the areas of infrastructure, 
health care, nutrition, education, 
economy and social welfare," 
Princess Basma said. 

“However, such achievements 
are now being threatened by 
great challenges, thus making it 
incumbent on all sectors of socie- 
ty to live up to their responsibili- 
ties at this critical stage," the 
Princess said. 

She noted die important role 
die voluntary sector can play in 
this regard. ‘This sector has been 
a supportive arm and has worked 


ride by ride with the official 
sector in pushing the develop- 
ment wheel forward,” Princess 
Basma noted. 

She voiced appreciation to the 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) for its sup- 
port of the voluntary sector in 
Jordan. 

The Princess also voiced appre- 
ciation and gratitude to the Un- 
ited Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) for the social survey it 
had undertaken in Jordan to 
assess the social conditions of 
Jordanian families following the 
eruption of the Gulf crisis. 

Princess Basma noted that the 
survey had hi ghligh ted the great 
impact of the Gulf crisis and the 
economic adjustment program- 
mes on the Jordanian families. 
“This impact has been demons-, 
trated in the form of dedining 
income, increasing unemploy- 
ment resulting from the retain of 
tens of thousands of Jordanians 
working in the Gulf, health and 
nutritional' imbalances and in- 
creased risk for mothers and chil- 
dren," she said. 

The Princess voiced hope that 
the conference wookl come np 
with a number of concrete recom- 
mendations capable of contribut- 
ing to finding the best means of 
upgrading the performance of 
voluntary sector, to enable it to 
cope with the increasing demands 
of citizens. 

Also addressing the confer- 
ence was Social Development 
Minister Yousef Al A them, who 
said that voluntary work was not 
a new concept, but rather “a 
lan dmar k of our civilisation and 


part of our culture and heritage. 
Mr. Athem called for intensifying 
the efforts to fight illiteracy, ill- 
ness and poverty. 

The UNDP Resident Repre- 
sentative Ali Attiqa also addres- 
sed the gathering saying that the 
U.N. realises die active and vital 
role played by the voluntary sec- 
tor. 

He noted the importance of 
supporting the voluntary sector in 
Jordan, saying that the UNDP 
project for supporting this sector 
was initiated in July 1990. 

The project is being carried out 
under the supervision of a steer- 
ing committee grouping repre- 
sentatives of the Ministries of 
Pl annin g. Social Development, 
the General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS), QAF, the 
Vocational Training Corporation 
and the UNDP. 

Mr. Attiqa outlined the im- 
portance of this project saying 
that it is of special importance 
because it deals directly with the 
most pressing problems in Jordan 
under the current circumstances, 
namely poverty and unemploy- 
ment. 

He pointed out that the project 
amw at setting up small income- 
generating projects capable of 
increasing income and providing 
job opportunities to people in 
areas where the need is the 
greatest. 

The three-year project is being 
carried out with support from the 
UNDP which allocated $250,000 
for training ■ cadres, upgrading 
administrative support and tech- 
nical resources as well as develop- 
ing the projects. - 


Jordan Caritas gave JD 1 00, 000 to 1, 750 
needy Christian and Muslim families 


Charitable organisation urges 


world to ensure the safety 
of Jordanians in Kuwait 

• j't,: . . - . • - • '«-■ 1 


By Elia NasraDah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan Caritas 
Director Father Mousa Adeli 
Tuesday issued an appeal to the 
world community and the United 
Nations Organisation to come to 
the help of Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian expatriates living in Kuwait 
and rescue them from the sys- 
tematic torture they are exposed 
to at the hands of armed groups 
in the Gulf emirate. 

“We appeal to the United Na- 
tions and all organisations around 
the world to ensure the safety of 
the Jordanians and Palestinians 
who have suffered a great deal 
and wbo have lost their livelihood 
and their property," Father Adeli 
said in a statement to the Jordan 
Tones. 

“The Jordanians and the 
Palestinians have been subjected ■ 
to torture, detention and many of 
them have been evicted from 
Kuwait; we appeal to the world 
community to help those evicted 
regain their deposits in the 
Kuwaiti banks,” Father Adeli 
added. 

He said that Jordan Caritas had 
been providing assistance to 
thousands of people returning 
penniless to Jordan, and is seek- 
ing assistance to help them from 
156 Caritas branches around the 

world and from humanita rian 
organisations. 

“Nearly 250,000 returnees wbo 
are now in Jordan had been 
transformed into a needy group 
of people, and Caritas is striving 
to provide help," Father Adeli 
added. 

He said that Jordan Caritas has 
so far provided JD 100,000 in 
cash to more than 1,750 families 



Father Mousa Adeli 


and continues to supply others 
with blankets, food, medicine 
and milk for children collected in ■ 
contributions from the' local peo- 
ple in Jordan, world organisa- ' 
dons and religious institutions. 

In addition, he said, Jordan 
Caritas is arranging for many of 
the returnees to be treated free of 
charge at its own clinics and 
noted that many of these have 
been found suffering from di- 
abetes, high blood pressure and 
heart diseases. 

Many of these returnees. 
Father Adeli pointed out, are 
jobless and are unfit or unable to 
start businesses on their own and 
are in need of constant help. 

According to Father Adeli, 
Jordan Caritas is also helping 
people in Iraq and is weekly 
sending two shipments of food 
supplies, children's milk and 
medicine to Iraq in cooperation 
with the General Union of 
Voluntary Societies (GUVS) and 


the Jordan National Red Cres- 
cent Society (JNRCS). 

Earlier this month, Latin 
Bishop SaHm Al Sayegh, in his 
capacity as Jordan Caritas presi- 
dent, led a Caritas team to Bagh- 
dad to visit hospitals and help 
identify the needs of the Iraqi 
victims of the U.S.-led aggres- 
sion. 

'The Iraqis are in need of huge 
amounts of equipment and medi- 
cine as many facilities were des- 
troyed by the air raids, and Jor- 
dan Caritas is now providing 
whatever help it can raise and is 
also sending Caritas officers from 
time to time to supervise the 
dispatch of shipments and to 
coordinate matters with the Iraqi 
National Red Crescent Society 
and other organisations,” Father 
Adeli added. 

“We are also helping the 
Jordanian and Palestinian retur- 
nees become self-supporting by 
providing the families with sew- 
ing and knitting machines so that 
they can earn a living,” Father 
Adeli said. 

He pointed out that the assist- 
ance is provided to Christians and 
Muslims with no discrimination. 

Jordan Caritas, which was 
established in Jordan after the 
Arab-Israeli war in 1967, is a 
charitable organisation that was 
recognised tty the Ministry of 
Social Development and which 
coordinates its activities with the 
government. 

Father Adeli said that Caritas’ 
objectives could be summarised 
in: rendering help and relief to all 
the needy regardless of race, col- 
our or creed and teaching others 
to do their part in manifesting 

love and commitment to suffering 
groups through charitable deeds. 


Technical teams to assess damages 
to rainswept areas in the south 


AMMAN (Petra) — Technical 
teams from the Ministry of Muni- 
cipal and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Tuesday began a 
tour of the municipalities of 
Karak, Maan and Tafileh to 
assess the damage caused by the 
recent downpour to the property 
of the local councils. 

Minister of Municipal and Ru- 
ral Affairs and the Environment 
Mohammad Al Zaben contacted 
the governors of Karak, Maan 
and Tafileh to brief them on the 
nature of the work of the commit- 
tees and to get first band informa- 
tion on any remedial actions 
taken by the municipalities to 
cope with the situation caused by 


the heavy rainfall that swept 
■obpSjculverts and boundary walls 
within the vicinity of these muni- 
cipalities. 

In the meantime, Karak Gov- 
ernor Eid Al Qatameh inspected 
the areas of Shibabieh, Jouza, 
Kathraba and Iraq, where heavy 
damage was reported as a result 
of the heavy rain. 

During a meeting with beads of 
local councils and citizens," 
Qatameh said that the govern o- 
rate would direct special atten- 
tion to the situation in these areas 
and would assess the damage 
caused to public property, roads, 
bridges, water and electricity net- 


works, preparing for discussions 
with the government departments 
concerned. 

He said that special technical 
ttumuittees, grouping representa- 
tives of the departments of agri- 
culture, public works and water, 
were formed to inspect the situa- 
tion and assess the damage and 
prepare a plan of action to deal 
with the situation and restore 
normal services. Mr. Qatameh 
was accompanied on the visit by 
of Irbid public security 
and civil defence departments as 
well as directors of the depart- 
ments of agriculture and social 
development. 





Political Forum 


By Dr. Abdalla Malki 


The stalled engine of economic growth 


Marketing exports: It’s 
more than just research 


AT ALL levels and in almost every sector of the economy die 
main topic of discussion nowadays is marketing and 
specifically the need to open new outlays for Jordan's 
agricultural and industrial products. Even the contractors 
along with the service sector want jobs in the region and the 
Arab World and they all seek the help of the government. 
Experts, analysts, bankers, economists and businessmen 
express their views at every occasion but they seem to Call in 
the same trap of railing for the formation of committees or 
demanding the set-op of new governmental or private 
institutions to foster Jordanian exports. 

We agree that in order to encourage Jordanian exports and 
exporters studies should be done, information gathered and 
delegations sent out to potential markets. Signing protocols 
and holding fairs in addition to opening a centre for our 
products might also be needed. But, having done that, 
should we just expect foreign markets to be ready to receive 
Jordanian products and consider the job of opening and 
consolidating these markets successfully accomplished? 

It appears as though whatever we have been doing here in 
Jordan to prop up our export industry does not actually 
meet the level of modern trade and falls short of the 
requirements of smart promotion practices conducted by 
intelligent exporters of many nations. For one, nothing 
prospers or at least develops if financial spending behind it 
is minimal. Investment, basically investment money, needs 
to be spent to gain or penetrate through fierce international 
competition in various markets. But, instead of waging a 
strong marketing campaign as a sharp economic weapon of 
modem times, Jordanians by and large still prefer their 
expenses to go on studies they conduct locally and on 
bureaucratic measures that hamper rather than advance 
their cause. 

There is nothing wrong in identifying a target market 
through a study, a survey or a research. But this is just a 
first step that doesn't count much in the real process. People 
outside Jordan, and surprisingly here too, do not value our 
products because Jordanian-made goods simply and invari- 
ably lack the ag g r e ssi v e marketing strategy to sell them. 

Opening new markets and consolidating others need, 
other than quality control and competitive prices, the right 
approach to marketing. Outside markets are an outside job 
that goes beyond local studies and bureaucratic measures at 
home. It may be a costlier undertaking, but it will certainly 
be far more rewarding for both the exporters and the 
country itself. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA'I Arabic daily Tuesday described King Hussein's visit to 
Damascus as constituting the initial step towards reconstructing 
joint Arab action and mobilising efforts for the coming stage in 
the wake of the Gulf war. The paper said that the war which was 
launched by the United States and its allies on Iraq was in fact 
directed against all Arab countries which the United States wishes 
to see divided. We have all suffered losses at the hands of the 
aggressors, and like the Iraqis, we all feel frustrated that nothing 
is yet done to remedy the pitiable situation in the Arab World. the 
paper noted. It said that Jordan has been calling for solidarity, for 
joint action and for an Arab order that can deal with Arab 
internal affairs. What the King is aiming to achieve, the paper 
said, is a concerted effort leading to a unified stand that can 
confront all challenges facing the Arab countries at large in the 
post Gulf war era. The paper also noted that Jordan has remained 
committed to its national stand and has always believed in the 
Arab Nation’s ability to solve its own problems and end the 
differences among Arab countries, and this stand has brought 
about Washington’s wrath on Jordan. It is because of this national 
stand that Amman was exposed to enormous pressures and 
because Jordan has tried to avoid the internationalisation of the 
Gulf crisis that it was criticised by certain countries, the paper 
said. The paper said that Jordan has not lost hope of bringing 
together the Arab states and of unifying their positions vis-a-vis 
the coming phase. 

A columnist in A! Dust our daily wages a bitter criticism of Turkey 
and its President Turgut Ozal who has displayed total hostility 
towards the Arabs in general and Iraq in particular. Taber AI 
Udtum says Ozal secured his parliament's approval of launching 
war on Iraq during the crisis, allowed the Americans to use 
military bases to strike on Iraqi civilian targets in the north and 
expressed regret that his country failed to send forces to the Gulf 
to fight along with the American troops against Iraq. The writer 
notes that Turkey which stopped the flow of river water to Syria 
and Iraq is now offering to sell this water to Kuwait, and has been 
supplying the Kurds in northern Iraq with weapons to cause 
disturbances for the Baghdad government. In collusion with 
Tehran, Ankara has been striving to help the Kurds in the north 
and the Shiites in the south to rebel against Baghdad and to form 
a Kurdish regime in the oil rich areas of the northern districts of 
Iraq on condition that oil be supplied to Turkey free, the writer 
points out. He says that Ozal has never concealed his ambitious 
desires to occupy parts of Iraq and has provided the proof through 
his continued support for the Kurdish rebels who, the writer says, 
Iraqi forces -will sooner or later crush to restore stability to the 
country. 


REAL national accounts aggregates of Jordan declined in 1989 
and 1990. Because no significant shift in the underlying economic 
trends is envisaged soon, these aggregates will most probably 
decline in 1991 as well. Such a development necessarily means 
that either investment has been dwindling or that the incremental 
capital output ratio (ICOR) has climbed up. But shifts in ICOR 
do not normally take place over short periods of two to three 
years. So the drop in investment must be the force behind the 
sluggish performance of the economic growth of Jordan. 

Investment recedes when the growth rate of savings slows 
down. Alternatively, savings may stay robust while domestic 
investment declines if part of the national savings is exported, 
that is lent to foreigners, i.e. to nonresidents in the jargon of an 
economist. In the case of Jordan, the details of national accounts 
for 19S9-91 are not available to permit making a judgment 
regarding this point. However, we know that Jordanian capital 
fled out of Jordan in 1989 and 1990. Part of our savings was thus 
exported at the expense of domestic investment. 

Inflation which erupted ferociously after the devaluation of the 
Jordan dinar slashed the purchasing power of households and 
firms by around 40 per cent. Once real income is squeezed that 
way, consumers respond by squeezing their savings more than 
they squeeze their consumption experditures. That was one blow 
dealt to savings. The second Wow took the form of the semi freeze 


imposed on wages and salaries. In the absence of pay rises it is 
difficult to make up for the deficiency in personal savings and thus 
the adverse effect of inflation on the saving potential is magnified 
or compounded. Corporate savings could have made up for the 
slower pace of household savings except that the very aggressive 
provisional income tax law No. 40, 1989 which came into effect 
since Nov. 1, 1989 had eaten away an additional segment of 
corporate income. Thus it seemed as though the vicious circle had 
been closed around savings and through them around investment. 

The economic adjustment programme seemed to reinforce this 
trend as it actually by passed, not to say ignored, the whole issue 
of investment. The programme was mainly interested in addres- 
sing the imbalances in the economy, namely the budget and 
balance of payments deficits. The redressing of the budget deficit 
called for increasing public revenues through higher taxes which 
had on savings the adverse effects mentioned above. More taxes 
mean diverting resources from the private sector to the govern- 
ment. Because the marginal propensity to save of the government 
is less than that of the private sector, this diversion necessarily 
entails lower savings. 

And there was more to that. Under the programme, the budget 
deficit was to be eliminated also throught curbing public 
spending. Lower spending is recessionary and deflationary in 
nature. As spending sinks, so does income because one's income 


is somebody else’s spending. As they sell less antMess under the 
impact of waning spending, businesses shave their capital spend- 

njff investment in other words. . , . 

To help enforce monetary discipline in particular and economic 

discipline at large, the adjustment programme recommended la 
squeeze on credit to the private sector (as well as to the pubbe 
sector). That was another recessionary twist which did not help 
the cause of investment and thereby economic growth. 

The above developments served jointly to stall investment. The 
adjustment programme did not include a mechanism to propel 
investment. As a matter of fact, the investment aspect was 
conspicuously absent from that programme and unsurprisingly led 
to slower or negative real growth rates. A very optimistic and 
highly good-intentioned researcher looking into that programme 
would make the assumption that the people who wrote it should 
have gathered that once the fiscal and balance of payment deficits 
are remedied, or in the course of that and probably thanks to it, 
the investment machine would spontaneously and automatically 
start working. This has not been the case so far and we do not 
think that the economy or the public can afford to wait any longer 
for it to materialise. It is said that a new adjustment programme 
will be worked out soon. If this is the case, we sincerely hope that 
investment will be given due regard. 


Who won this oil war? 


WAS it really a war about oil. 
and if so, who won? Now that it is 
over, and OPEC is testing its 
strength, it is worth trying to 
remember why the war started. 

Saddam Hussein certainly did 
not have much doubt that it was 
an oil war. Whatever his other 
ambitions, he was obsessed by 
the ,.eed to push up the oil price. 
He wanted to transmute his milit- 
ary power into oil power, and thus 
save his country from bank- 
ruptcy. 

Of course. Iraq had been 
ruined largely by military spend- 
ing. But President Saddam 
blamed the country’s problems 
on the low oil price, which he 
insisted was being deliberately 
kept down by “economic war- 
fare" by the rich monarchies led 
by Saudi Arabia and. Kuwait, 
inspired by the United States. 

Last year he called repeatedly 
for the oil price to be increased to 
$25 a barrel .and he knew some 
Americans agreed with him. 
When he saw the U.S. ambassa- 
dor. April Glaspie just before he 
invaded Kuwait, he told her: 
“S25 is not a high price." She 
replied: “We have many Amer- 
icans who would like to see the 
price go above $25 because they 
come from oil-producing states. 

In fact the Saudis and Kuwaitis 
were keeping the price down 
partly to support the Western 
economies, partly to prevent the 
development of alternative fuels. 
In any case, Kuwait was making 
more money from Western in- 
vestments than from oil, and 
reckoned it would lose out from a 
higher oil price. But the oil 
monarchies were not unhappy to 
see President Saddam suffer as a 
result of cheap oil. 


So he invaded Kuwait. For 
him, the good news was that he 
succeeded in raising the price, 
even higher than $25. by creating 
fears of a shortage. The bad news 
was that he could not benefit, as 
his oil was embargoed. 

He achieved the opposite of 
what he intended — he enabled 
the Saudis to lift much more oil. 
And as soon as Iraq and Kuwait 
start exporting oil again, they will 
cause a glut that could push the 
price through the floor. 

So at first sight President Sad- 
dam appears to have lost the oil 
war as well as the military war. 

The Americans, whatever their 
more high-minded reasons, 
would never have gone to war if it 
bad not been for oil. They 
avoided mentioning the word: 
but that was part of the oilmen's 
tradition. 

In fact, the U.S. oil supply was 
less threatened than that of other 
nations. The Gulf was supplying 
only 10 per cent of America's oil, 
compared with 50 per cent of 
Japan's and world consumers 
could do without Iraq and 
Kuwait. But Japan reckoned that 
it could always buy its oil some- 
where, because producers would 
have to sell it; while the Amer- 
icans saw Gulf oil as central to 
their national security: what was 
more, it could be produced at a 
very low price. 

So the United States appears to 
have won the oil war as decisively 
as President Saddam lost it. with 
a stronger hand in the Gulf than 
ever before. 

But will that be the lasting 
outcome? Victories in the Middle 
East are never quite so simple: 
and military power tends to be 
counterproductive when it comes 
up against oil power. 


Eden launched the Suez war in 
the name of safeguarding Bri- 
tain's oil: but he never consulted 
the oil companies, which would 
have advised against such action. 
Suez led to an immediate oil crisis 
in Britain, which benefited the 
Americans. And it unleashed a 
new wave of Arab militancy and 
revolts, which made possible the 
nationalising of oil concessions, 
and led indirectly to the forma- 
tion of OPEC. 

The Arabs see any Western 
army as a throwback to earlier 
imperial armies. And using force 
to safeguard oil may prove more 
difficult in the nineties, in a re- 
gion full of angry counter forces 
of extreme nationalism, fun- 
damentalism or terrorism. 

The only way to achieve safe 
oil supplies from the Gulf is 
through a peaceful settlement. 
But that will be much harder with 
a low oil price, which will further 
devastate many Middle East eco- 
nomies — including those of the 
two big regional powers, Iran and 
Iraq. 

Iraq after President Saddam 
will face massive costs of recon- 
struction costs, and it is unreal^ 
tic to talk about rebuilding — -let 
alone extracting reparations — if 
the country is further ruined by a 
price collapse of its main source 
of revenue. 

There is another catch in the 
victory: the catch-22 of the Gulf. 
The farther the oil price is pushed 
down, the more indispensable the 
Gulf becomes, because other pro- 
ducers become uneconomic. The 
victory of cheap oil will lead the 
West back into the Gulf trap, just 
when Arab militancy and resent- 
ments are becoming more 
dangerous. 


Moreover, OPEC is very far 
from dead. Last year it increased 
its share in the global market 
from 42 per cent to 44 per cent; 
and it still has 78 per cent of the 
world’s oil reserves — most of it 
in the Gulf. 

At its meeting this month 
OPEC was still able to hold 
together, under Saudi leadership. 
For the time being, the Saudis 
want to satisfy the Americans, 
and to maintain a moderate oil 
price. But without U.S. troops, 
they will feel more vulnerable to 
their angry neighbours — particu- 
larly Iran — who will demand a 
much higher price. And if the oil 
price collapses. OPEC will again 
be scared into unity, and will find 
its power once more. 

The West is desperately look- 
ing for alternative sources of 
energy to end its dependence on 
the Gulf. The most obvious 
answer is the Soviet Union, still 
the world's biggest producer, 
with huge oil and gas reserves 
that could help supply Eastern 
and Western Europe. 

But early this month in 
Budapest, I heard international 
oil and : gas_ experts comparing 
horror stories about Soviet mis-, 
management: installations have- 
been hopelessly neglected, and 
production is falling. 

The Soviet empire has been 
held together by oil, and by milit- 
ary power. If it disintegrates, its 
oil-producing regions will want to 
exert their own power, and the 
energy crisis will worsen. 

In this last cold winter the 
Eastern Europeans have bitterly 
realised their dependence on 
Soviet energy, which now costs 
them far more for fitful supplies. 
They now see a different equa- 
tion between military power and 


oil power they have mere to fear 
from the absence of oil than the 
presence of armies. 

Soviet oil and gas can be re- 
vived only with massive capita! 
and technology from the West or 
Japan. But Western businessmen 
now' do not know whether to 
negotiate with Moscow or with 
the republics. They cannot risk 
investing without guarantees 
from thier governments, which 
are very reluctant to give them. 

Most of all, they need some 
assurance of a stable oil price to 
produce reasonable returns. To 
try to develop Siberia in the midst 
of a glut of cheap oil is simply 

unrealistic. 

So the West is still driven back 
to the Gulf for its ofl. In the 
meantime, some politicians are 
having second thoughts about the 
advantages of an uncontrolled 
free market for world oil. In Paris 
the International Energy Agency, 
the club of oil consumers — and 
once OPECs arch-enemy — has 
begun talking about joint meet- 
ings with OPEC to stimulate in- 
vestment in producing countries, 
■— which can only mean stabilis- ' 
ing the price. The French, with 1 ' 
thefr eye'ton big contracts in Iraq" 
and elsewhere, are now strongly 
advocating a stabilised oil price. 

Even the Americans are not 
united (as Ambassador Glaspie 
explained to President Saddam). 
In Washington, Richard McCor- 
mack, at the state Department, 
still insists that the free market 
cannot be defied, and that 
alternative fuels make a stable 
price impossible in any case. But 
Texas still has some dout, and 
free market rhetoric does not 
always correspond to actions. 

Five years ago, when the oil 


price collapsed below $10, 
Reagan’s White House kept re- 
peating: “Let the free market 
work." But the low price was 
crippling Texas, and the then 
Vice-President, George Bush 
(who. after all, is half-Texan) 
went to Saudi Arabia to urge 
King Fahd to cut back produc- 
tion, in order to push the price up 
— which he did, to $18 a barrel. 

Today Texas again has the 
same fears. And the U.S. is be- 
coming more deeply involved in 
the Gulf. America will feel com- 
pelled to help rebuild shattered 
Iraq: but that cannot be paid for 
unless the oil price can be main- 
tained at a viable level. 

In the next two years the pric£ 
mil be back on toe switchback. 
When Kuwait and Iraq begin 
pumping again the glut will 
spread and the price will fall still 
farther. But then OPEC will be- 
gin to get its act together again, 
the Saudis will be compelled to 
cut back to avoid economic chaos 
in the region: for they cannot risk a 
replay of the last seven months. 
The Saudi Oil Minister warned 
The Independent March 14 that 
the price wotild- probably go 
i.above $21 in -the future. 

This time the price rise will 
probably find some discreet sup- 
port from the West. George Bush 
and King Fahd will begin to see a 
common interest in rescuing both 
the Gulf and Texas from disaster. 

OPEC will begin to look more 
like “Ocpec" — an organisation 
of consuming, as well as pet- 
roleum exporting, countries. And 
the price will go up to a level 
where it can be stabilised —K 
perhaps up to $25. f 

So who will have won the ofl 
war? — The Independent. 


Strong consensus that Arab regimes are outdated 


Udo Steinbach, 47, is the director of Hamburg’s prestigious Deutsche r 
Orient Institut. an establishment dedicated to research on contend 
porary Middle Eastern issues, including central Asia. The author of 
many books and articles in scholarly journals, Stein bach is also the 
editor of a volume on contemporary Islam, Der Islam in der 
Gegenwart, two volumes on the Middle East that serve as a 
handbook for the region. He has also authored a series of 
publications on Turkey. On a visit to Athens, Professor Steinbach 
was interviewed by Middle East Tunes editor in chief Ramez Main/. 


THERE are many experts who 
argue that a discussion of the 
democratisation of the Middle 
East is pre ma t ur e. Do you share 
this view? 

Not at all. I think in terms of 
btzflding the new world order the 
democratisation of the Middle 
East is absolutely essential. 

Before the Gulf crisis, there 
were quite impressive be ginnings - 
of democratisation. So the old 
structures were about to break 
apart. This was true in Algeria, 
for example, where die FLN reg- 
ime broke apart and now we have 
a lot of political parties. We then 
had the elections at the beginning 
of the summer. And in the year 
before there was pressure on Jor- 
dan to elect a parliament. There 
was also Knwait where precisely a 
year ago people took to the 
streets demandi n g more demo- 
cracy and the reestablishment of 
parliament 

And then there were lots of 
articles in rite press in, for exam- 
ple, Damascus to the extent that 
the regime had to go on the 
defensive and say “Why peres- 
troika? We already have peres- 
troika here.” Even Saddam Hus- 
sein in Iraq played around with a 
new party, new constitution. 

So I think, there was consider- 
able pressures on the regimes to 
go the direction of more parti- 
cipation. So it is absolutely essen- 
tial to open up. 

How has the war affected this 
pr oc es s of democratisation? 

It is a very serious setback. The 
West will rehf more on old struc- 


tures, will cooperate with Hafez 
Al Assad, and have brought back 
the Sabah family — who start 
their new rule with a three- 
month curfew. They will rely on 
the Saudis, an old-fashioned reg- 
ime. In Baghdad I don't think 
they are interested in democracy. 
They have another strong regime 
there; they need it just to keep 
the country together. 

I think in terms of democracy 
we are faced with a setback. 

If the Arabs associate democra- 
cy with the West that came to 
fight them, will they not be suspi- 
cions of this form of government? 
won't this strengthen other poli- 
tical cur re n t s ? 

Not necessarily. I think people 
will continue to ask for participa- 
tion . What happened in eastern 
Europe in the last two years is 
very significant and I think there 
are many people who like that 
and want this to be followed in 
their own country. I have talked 
to many people who see it that 
way. I don’t think there is an 
alternative to democracy, or par- 
ticipation, whatever you call h. 

There are many intellectuals 
who are concerned about estab- 
lishing democracy but doubt 
whether the Western type of 
democracy is applicable to their 
region. But definitely and cer- 
tainly, they are calling for parti- 
cipation. 

There is a strong consensus 
that regimes from Morocco to 
Oman are outdated. Maybe the 
question is what land of synthesis 
can be achieved with democratic 


participation, in one hand, and 
Islamic colouring of the whole 
thing, on the other hand. 

The question is not whether to 
introduce democracy, but how to 
mix democracy with Islam, or 
whether Islam is compatible with 
participation. The fundamentalists 
themselves say they are democra- 
tic. but this is really not true. Of 
course people in Islam are equal, 
but this alone is not democracy. 
The notion of the sovereignty of 
the people is nothing which is 
implied in Islam. 

So I think that there is a move- 
ment now among many intellec- 
tuals asking “How can we walk in 
the directions of participation? 
And how can we in the same time 
make Islam compatible with 
democracy or what sort of demo- 
cracy is compatible with Islam or 
how can we modernise Islam.?” 

What is the most critical bone 
now in the pottkal horizon? Is it 
tiie question of democracy striving 
to find a place in Islamic struc- 
tures? Or is it the question of minor- 
ities ami secessionist movements? 
Or are there a conjunction of 
problems? 

I think there are two problems. 
As far as the Arabs are con- 
cerned. There is certainly this 
Arab-Israeli dispute to be solved 
and secondly there is the problem 
of change in the political system. 
I think that from this other prob- 
lems could be tackled, specifically 
that of minorities. 

What should happen, for ex- 
ample to the Kurdish minority in 
different countries. Well, once 
you are really committed to 
democracy you will find a way to 
come to a settlement to come to 
grips with the problem with the 
existing nation state and the fan 
that there are strong minorities. 

In tins context, I think what is 
happening in Turkey is quite sig- 
nificant. The Turkish system in 


principle is democratic. For the 
last decades, for a number of 
reasons, they have not recognised 
the Kurdish problem, but they 
have moved more and more in 
the direction of accepting that 
there is Kurdish problem and 
discussion is starting in' Ankara 
among Turkish intellectuals and 
politicians. Turkish parliamenta- 
rians and the Turkish press about 
what to do with the Kurdish 
problem. So I could easily im- 
agine that they are moving in the 
direction of more autonomy. 

“There is a strong consensus 
that regimes from Morocco to 
Oman are outdated. Maybe 
the question Is what kind of 
synthesis can be achieved with 
democratic participation, in 
one hand, and lslamic colour- 
ing of the whole thing, on the 
other hand.” 

So I think this is very closely 
interrelated and the same is true 
of the Sudanese problem. As long 
as you impose Islam on such a 
fragmented society as the 
Sudanese — if we can talk about 
a Sudanese society at all — you 
will run into problems. 

Many problems could be 
solved in a rational way once we 
open up the society. 

How do you evaluate the pofitic- 
al situation in Egypt? A l*™*" 
rigbb group in Egypt, wUk acknow- 
ledging frnportaut political strides 
in the country, mggatfs that the 
poetical police or moukhabaratis 
hardier than It was in the days of 
Abdul Nasser. What is your 
assessment? 

Well I am not tiw* pessimistic. 
In terms of participation and 
tiexnocratisation there is some 
achievement in Egypt under Pres- 
ident Mubarak. It may not yet be 
perfect but at least, this son of 


participation could be in- 
strumental to defuse tension — 
which is certainly there. So I 
think, of course, I think it should 
be better, but it is a significant 
stage on the march towards 
democracy. - 

But of course there is the eco- 
nomic problem. With the popula- 
tion increasing one million every 
ten months you run into serious 
economic problems and the ques- 
tion is whether under those cir- 
cumstances you can afford to 
open up to a great extent. So we 
cannot separate the economic 
question and its effects on the 
political issues. 

In terms of human rights I 
think the situation is fairly bad, 
although I would not say that it is 
worse than under Nasser. There 
is a strong opposition which has 
not yet had the opportunity to 
fally express itself. While one 
cannot be happy with the respect 
of human rights in Egypt, one 
cannot compare it to Iraq or 
Syria, for example. 

In toe Gulf states, is the pros- 
pect of po&tical transition between 
toe status quo and democracy so 
problematic that the West and 
particularly countries like the Un- 
ited States don’t even want to 
consider toe possibility? What are 
your view? What are the pros- 
pects in Saudi Arabia for greater 
participation. 

I am very pessimistic. The 
space for manoetrver to open up 
for the Saudi family is not very 
targe. I do not see important 
changes ahead. 

It was very significant that 
when women a few months back 
demonstrated in favour of being 
allowed to drive, the government 
reacted so harshly. And now in 
Kuwait the emir returns and the 
first thing he does is to institute a 
curfew. 

The Saudi family may now try 


and get into a very close allian ce 
with the army. The performance 
of the Saudi army in the war 
against Iraq gives it a certain self 
assertedness and it has now be- 
come a national army and the 
Saudi government may try to 
tnstnunentalise it even more than 
in the past. The army will be used 
to consolidate the r uling famil y 
through privileges and national 
sentiments. 

What do you say to the argfr 
meut that the Saudis and other 
Gulf citizens are contented with 
toeir forms of government? 

That may be, but there will be 
a lot of external pressure on these 
government, on the Saudi gov- 
ernment from Palestinians, 
Yemenis who had to leave their 
jobs. There will be a lot of press- 
ure by them from outside and this 
pressure is likely to be transposed 
internally into a domestic matter. 

Where do you think are some uf 
toe Middle East trouble spots? 

In the Maghreb states. I fore- 
see pressure increasing on 
Morocco’s King Hassan and then 
we don't know in which direction 
Algeria will go. Algeria was on its 
way towards democracy, but the 
crisis In the Gulf seems to have 
strengthened the fundamental- 
ists. 

about Jordan? 

In Jordan, (the regime) is 
under a lot of pressure and if (it) 
pushes, the whole picture would 
cuange. That would be the begin- 
npjg of the transfer of the Palesti- 
n j*us by the Israelis into the east 
of Jordan and the annexation of 
toe West Bank and that wou& % 
prevent any solution of the Ara?"" 
Israeli crisis. 

You think this is a Ukdr scenar- 
io? 
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Cabinet 

(Cautioned from page 1) 

rain storm. The council was 
briefed on the immediate mea- 
sures taken to reopen the roads 
and repair damages to various 
facilities. Various ministries were 
requested to mobilise all teams to 
cany out repair work. Minister of 
Public Works and Housing Abdul 
Rawouf A1 Rawabdeh will pre- 
pare report on the issue. 

Petra statement said that the 
minister will carry out a field trip 
to die affected areas in the south 
on Wednesday. 

Charter 

(Continued from page 1 ) 

minister, also announced at a 
lecture be delivered at Abdul 
'Hamid Shoman Foundation 
that the eight months of discus- 
sion among the different sub- 
committees of the commission 
as well as the general commit- 
tee indicated the need to 
change some of the articles of 
the Jordanian Constitution and 
introduce new laws. 

“Changes have to be made 
in the Constitution wherever 
necessary,” Mr. Obeidat said 
pointing out that these steps 
“are natural if this charter is to 
see the light and fit in with the 
dimensions of freedom in pub- 
lic life.” 

Jordan took the first step 
towards democracy two years 
ago with general elections for 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment in the first such step in 
more than 20 years. 

Political parties are yet to be 
officially recognised in the 
country although most of them 
have opened party offices and 
are operating in publidy. 

The National Charter is ex- 
pected to provide die prere- 
quisites for political pluralism 
with the hope that the next 
general elections will be held 
on party platforms rather than 
individual slates. 

It also deals with the roles of 
the different institutions in the 
country and their accountabil- 
ity to the people through the 
law. 

“Since we recognise that a 
state of law is a democratic 
state, which commits itself to 
the supremacy of the law and 
derives its legitimacy from the 
will of the free people... the 
National Charter bas pre- 
scribed that the Jordanian state 
that we strive for is a state of 
law,” Mr. Obeidat said. 

The division of power 
among the public institutions 
and the three authorities of the 
country, legislative, judicial 
and executive, as stipulated by 
the charer would guarantee 
citizens their legal and dvil 
rights. 

However, these liberties re- 
main conditioned to what is 
termed as the boundaries of 
national security. “The state is 
called upon to guarantee the 
rights of acquiring information 
without harming national 
security aud national in- 
terests," Mr. Obeidat pointed 
out in his lecture while refer- - 
ring to artides within the char- 
ter governing freedom of press 
and free access to information. 

The charter also stresses the 
influence of Islam on legisla- 
tion in the Kingdom, but 
matin tains freedom for all poli- 
tical ideologies and calls for the 
respect of opposing views. 

“The charter, through sever- 
al of its foundations, stressed 
on a series of Arab, Islamic, 
human and national ethics and 
reiterated the freedom of ex- 
pression and the right of others 
to differ and the necessity of 
respecting the opinion of 
others,” Mr. Obeidat ex- 
plained. 

No date for the general con- 
ference bas been set yet except 
for separate statements by offi- 
cials placing it sometime 
“soon." It is expected that the 
participants in the conference 
are going to indude members 
of the Upper and Lower 
Houses of Parliament, political . 
activists, union leaders, heads 1 
of government institutions as 
well as representatives of gov- 
emorates and munidpalities. 

Resolution 

(Continued from page 1) 

means to guarantee It,” said a 
Western diplomat, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

The five also were still discus- 
sing earmarking a percentage of 
Iraq's oil revenues to be placed in 
a United Nations fund to pay 
compensation to Kuwait and 
other nations, diplomats said. 

- The resolution does not call for 
a permanent ceasefire, but sets 
forth conditions which Iraq must 
meet before a permanent end to 
hostilities can be achieved and 
before all foreign forces are with- 
drawn from Iraq. 

It elaborates upon earlier U.N. 
resolutions and demands. It de- 
mands that Iraq fulfil all U.N. 
resolutions, including the provi- 
sions requiring Iraq return all 


Kuwaiti captives and remains of 
all prisoners of war, return all 
gold, currency, museum art, 
Kuwaiti aircraft and other 
“stolen" property. 

Non-aligned nations are work- 
ing on a draft resolution which 
would call for lifting all economic 
sanctions against Iraq. The coun- 
cil has eased an embargo on food 
aud promised to allow the import 
of fuel, electrical generating 
equipment, water purification 
equipment and other health 
essentials. 

Iraq has submitted a detailed 
list of Kuwaiti property it took 
from the emirate, including $457 
million worth of gold, $600 mil- 
lion in currency and 11 boxes of 
Kuwaiti banknote plates. 

In a letter addressed to Secret- 
ary General Javier Perez de Cuel- 
lar and the Security Council. Iraq 
said the government was ready to 
return these items immediately 
“in such manner as may be deter- 
mined by the Security Council." 

Settlements 

(Confirmed from page 1) 

er, Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir’s right-wing coalition govern- 
ment is pledged to “strengthen, 
broaden and deepen settlement.” 

A visitor to the West Bank can 
see signs of growth at dozens of 
cities. Bulldozers are building 
new access roads and levelling 
building plots while cranes posi- 
tion mobile homes, many of them 
for Soviet immigrants. 

Opposition groups battling the 
settlement drive have been mak- 
ing public internal housing minis- 
try plans to double -the Jewish 
population of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, where some 100,000 
settlers now live in fortified en- 
claves among almost two million 
Palestinians. 

A March 20 U.S. State Depart- 
ment report identified $82.5 mil- 
lion in settlement expenditure in 
the 1990/91 budget but said offi- 
cial Israeli figures were incom- 
plete and it could make only a 
partial estimate. 

“We believe there is additional 
funding which may be attributed 
to settlements... that cannot be 
identified from available Israeli 
budget documentation." the re- 
port said. 

It gave as examples unspecified 
housing expenditures, land sub- 
sided, schools and teachers' 
salaries, support for religious 
training, police costs, mortgage 
subtidies, and roadbuilding. 

The report -was commissioned 
by U.S. congressman David 
Obey during debate on Israel's 
request for $400 million in bous- 
ing guarantees for Soviet Jewish 
immigrants to Israel. 

Israel got tire guarantees after 
promising not to use them for 
bousing in areas occupied by 
Israel in the 1967 war, where the 
State Department report esti- 
mates almost 9,000 Soviet Jews 
settled in 1990. 

A diplomatic source said the 
latest declarations by Mr. Sharon 
and the opposition disclosures 
“would not be helpful” if Israel 
was considering further guaran- 
tee applications. 

Rebellion 

(Continued from page I) 
spokesman as saying on Monday 
night that Baghdad was trying to 
distract public opinion from the 
difficulties it faced in the rebel- 
lion. 

“As declared earlier, Iran in 
no way interferes in Iraq’s inter- 
nal affairs and the allegations 
regarding ceasefire violation and 
border crossing by Iranian sol- 
diers are mere lies.” the spokes- 
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man, Morteza Sarmadi, told 
IRNA. 

“Iran folly observes the cease- 
fire regulations and is vigilantly 
watchi ng the developments in 
border regions in view of the 
particular conditions inside Iraq 
and possible abuse of the situa- 
tion by suspicious dements,” Mr. 
Sarmadi added. 

Iraqi Ambassador Abdul Amir 
AI Anbari, in a letter to U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar Monday, listed 13 
border incidents he said took 
place between March 6 and 17 
and involved Iranian soldiers or 
other “groups” or “individuals” 
coming from Iran. 

An Iranian opposition group 
meanwhile denied an Iraqi Kur- 
dish leader’s statement that its 
forces were preparing an attack 
to regain the oil town of Kirkuk. 

The Majahedeen-e-Khalq said 
its National Liberation Army 
(NLA) had not interfered in the 
rebellion in Iraq. 

Jalal Talabani, leader of the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, 
said in Damascus Monday: 
“More than 5,000 armed merce- 
naries of the (Iranian) Mujahe- 
deen are now being prepared and 
supplied with tanks to lead a 
ground attack by Iraqi forces on 
Kirkuk.” 

Mr. Talabani returned to 
northern Iraq Tuesday, cheered 
by supporters, a British Broad- 
casting Corporation correspon- 
dent reported from the Iraqi town 
of Zakho near the Turkish bor- 
der. 

The Mujahedeen statement de- 
nounced Mr. Talabani as “a dis- 
reputable mercenary of 
Khomeini regime.” referring to 
Iran’s late leader. Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini. 

Ft said NLA forces had fought 
off attacks on its bases in eastern 
Iraq near the Iranian border by 
Iranian Revolutionary Guards 
over the past 16 days. 

“The NLA's counter-offensive 
on March 24 was carried out to 
get rid of (the Revolutionary 
Guards) in the Khanaqin region 
and NLA forces did not head for 
Kirkuk... 

“Talabani’s remarks... are 
totally false and unfounded,” the 
statement said. 

The Mujahedeen reported a 
major victory Monday over 
Tehran government troops. 

The Mujahedeen said NLA 
troops counter-attacked along a 
150-knx front after government 
raids on its positions north of the 
Iraqi towns of Jalula and Khana- 
qin. 

The Mujahedeen, responding 
to 16 days of attacks by Iranian 
troops and Pasdaran (Revolu- 
tionary Guard) units, killed 
“thousands of the (Iranian) reg- 
ime’s agents.” 

As a result of Monday's action, 
the communique said, the Iranian 
resistance forces* positions had 
“for the time being, been pro- 
tected from enemy attacks and 
removed from enemy firing 
range.” 

Refugees and rebel fighters say 
government troops have recap- 
tured every major city in south- 
ern Iraq, and Kurdish rebels re- 
port high casualties from raids by 
helicopter gunships in Kirkuk. 

The U.S. State Department 
said Monday that its intelligence 
supported reports that Iraqi 
troops have made gains in the 
south and appear to j^e in control 
of Kirkuk and the other main 
northern city, Mosul. 

The United States said it will 
not become directly involved in 
the unrest in Iraq and will only 
down combat helicopters being 
used against rebel forces if they 
pose a threat to allied forces. 
White House spokesman Marlin 
Fhzwater said Tuesday. 


School gives 
orphans an 
identity 
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By Clare Pedrick 

TUNIS — In a schoolroom in a 
quiet suburb of the Tunisian 
capital, art teacher Maha 
Aghwany is looking through the 
latest batch of drawings done by a 
group of 9- and 10-year-olds. One 
shows firemen trying to exting- 
uish the flames of a burning 
building as a military helicopter 
hovers overhead. Another shows 
a Palestinian resistance fighter, 
his legs blown off, hobbling on 
crutches toward a faraway land, 
where the sun always shines. A 
third depticts Palestinian children 
throwing stones during the intifa- 
da, the popular uprising that be- 
gan in the occupied territories 
three years ago. On the left side 
of the picture. Israeli soldiers 
armed with tanks and machine 
guns are firing at the protesters. 

The drawings are the work of 
pupils at a school for Palestinian 
children funded by the United 
Nations Educational. Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO) and by donations from 
Arab countries. In the Palestinian 
community the school is called 
the “School for the Children of 
Martyrs." Many of the youngs- 
ters are orphans. Large numbers 
have seen war firsthand. Almost 
all of them have experienced the 
tragedy of the Palestinian di- 
aspora in one way or another. 
Often their families have been 
split up; they may have parents, 
brothers and sisters dispersed to 
all comets of the globe. 

The children's drawings, say 
their teachers, show their inner 
turmoil. While other youngsters 
their age paint houses, animals 
and flowers, these pupils draw 
nightmare pictures of the honors 
that they have seen. “Their draw- 
ings depict war, massacres, 
maybe their father or mother who 
were killed," said deputy head- 
master Suleiman Abu Nader. 
“Their drawings say a great deal 
about their psychological state.” 
Somrimes the pictures also reflect 
the children’s dreams of a day 
when they can live in peace and 
families can be reunited. One 
drawing shows a Palestinian 
national passenger jet. Another 
shows smiling children going to 
school, passing soldiers on the 
street. “Even when I ask them to 
draw animals, the idea of their 
country is in there somewhere,” 
said art teacher Aghwany. “Once 
I asked them to draw a dog, and 
every single one of them drew the 
dogs holding Palestinian flags." 

At the Tunis school, founded 
seven years ago by Yasser Arafat, 
bead of the Palestinian Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO), the 740 
children are encouraged to rerae- 
ber their roots and learn about 
the country that most of them 
have never seen. On the curricu- 
lum, along with math, science, 
history, geography, Arabic and 
English, there is a special place 
for Palestinian studies. “We 
teach them about the Palestinian 
resistance against the Zionists, 
about the Palestinian problem 
and about the country," said Abu 
Nader. “When they grow up, we 
want them to know everything 
about the Palestinian problem 
and their country.” 

- In a classroom down the hall a 
group of 6-year-olds is chanting 


what sounds almost like a prayer. 
"Palestine, my home,” they chor- 
us, “it has been taken by stran- 
gers. But it will remain m our 
hearts forever.” 

Teachers at the school deny 
that they are indoctrinating the 
children or encouraging them to 
hate. “Of course we don't teach 
them to hate the Jews,” said Abu 
Nader. “We are looking for 
peace, and we teach our students 
to look for peace, too. We know 
the Jews are people like us and 
we want to live in Palestine with 
the Jews in peace.” 

What is vitally important, 
school officials say, is that all the 
children should be together. 
Offers have come in from families 
all around the world who would 
like to adopt the orphaned chil- 
dren. but the PLO has declined 
them. “The PLO believes it is 
better for them to live here,” said 
Abu Nader. “It wants them to 
live as Palestinians. If we 
accepted the offers of adoption, 
then they would lose their nation- 
al identity and would become 
Americans, Swedes or Britons.” 

The PLO acts as mother and 
father to the children whose pa- 
rents are dead, paying for and 
making decisions on their wel- 
fare, their education and hteir 
vacation time. Most of the chil- 
dren go abroad at least once a 
year to visit relatives, or they have 
spent their vacations in camps in * 
Scandinavia, Western Europe 
and Eastern Europe. Once they 
graduate, at age 18, arrange- 
ments are made for them to 
continue their studies at colleges 
and universities in Europe and 
the United States. 

PLO Chairman Arafat, whose 
headquarters is in Tunis, is a 
frequent visitor to the school. 
“He loves children, and he takes 
a special interest in this school,” 
said a PLO official. Most of the 
children lost their parents in 
Beirut, during the Israeli bomb- 
ings in 1982 or in the massarces in 
the Tefagee camps of Sabra and 
Chatila in the same year. “A lot 
of them have had very difficult 
experiences,” said Abu Nader.- - 
“They have seen their parents., 
killed ih front Of their eyes in 
Beirut. Others were so small that 
they don't know what happened 
to their mothers and fathers. Af- 
ter what happened in Lebanon* 
and we came to Tunis, we opened 
this school so as to have all the 
Palestinian children here together 
in one place,” he explained. 

The parents of Naila Rateb, 17, 
were killed in Beirut. “I still 
remember the bombing, and how 
we left for Syria said Naila, who 
wants to study engineering after 
she graduates. With her in Tunis 
are her five sisters. One of them. 
Senna, aged 12, says she can 
recall very little either about her 
parents or about the war. Rana 
AI Kordi, 17, lost her parents 
when she was 3, during Tel AI 
Zaater camp massacre in Leba- 
non in 1976. 

Many children still don't know 
whether their parents are dead or 
alive. “They probably never will 
find out," said Abu Nader. 
Others know that their parents 
are alive, but they have not seen 
them for years. Reem Shakra, 15, 
has a father living in Syria and a 
brother who used to live in 







(Above) the drawings of war- 
orphaned child ren often express 
deep feefings of fear, insecurity, 
(middle) while provhfing formal 
education, the PLO in Tunis also . 
gives Palestinian orphans a sense 
of identity and (tight) PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat visits 
frequently (WNL photo!)!' , 

Kuwait. Syivana-Mohammad. 17, 
left her mother and father behind 
in Syria nearly three years ago, 
and has not seen them since. She 
had lived with a married sister in 
Malta before coming to Tunis a 
year ago to live with another 
sister and attend the school. 

Sylvana’s family was shattered 
in 1982 when an Israeli bomb 
destroyed their Beirut home, kill- 
ing her brother and her grandpa- 
rents. “We lost everything. I re- 
member it vividly. When we left 
for Syria we bad nothing but the 
dothes we were wearing,” she 
said. “I can remember the day 
the Israelis came and I saw peo- 
ple being killed everywhere. I will 
never forget it. In the future. I 
will tell my children what hap- 
pened in Beirut and about my 
country, Palestine. Even it I can- 
not see it, maybe my children will 
see it in the future when we have 
liberty and peace.” 

There are no psychiatrists at 
the school. The 35 teachers, all of 
them Palestinian, believe that the 
best therapy is in bringing the 
children together so that they can 
share their common experiences. 
They also try to help the youngs- 



m 



ters put the past behind them by 
encouraging them to lead as nor- 
mal a life as possible. “We tty to 
give them a school life which is 
the same as any other child’s,” 
said Abu Nader. “We don’t treat 
them as spedal cases. We try to 
teach them to play as though 
nothing had happened to them. 
On Sundays we take them on 
outings to the beach or to visit 
other dries in Tunisia." 

To an outsider the atmosphere 
seems a bappy one. Teachers and 
students appear to get on well, 
and the children show a strong 
will to learn. Almost all of them 
want to farther their education, 
hoping for careers in such fields 
as medicine, computer technolo- 
gy or engineering. 

But in spite of the concerted 


effort to foster a normal atmos- 
phere, there is something very 
definitely different about this 
school. Perhaps it is the fact that 
the pupils seem less boisterous 
and more mature than other chil- 
dren. their age. Even when they 
are playing games the noise level 
is far lower than at most play- 
grounds. “In a way this is a sad 
place, even though the teachers 
do everything to make us feel like 
other kids," said Sylvana 
Mohammad. 

“I’m very frightened,” she 
adds. “It seems that there will 
always be wars and people beings 
'killed. It means we cannot be 
sure of anything in the future, 
however much we may hope. All 
we want is to be like other people 
the same age as we are" — World 
News Link. 
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Time for England to beat the Irish — Taylor 


By Reuters 

ENGLAND manager Graham 
Taylor believes Ireland's recent 
sequence of good results against 
them is about to end in their 
cnidal European Championship 
qualifying match at Wembley 
Wednesday. 

Taylor is confident home 
advantage will give England their 
first win in four meetings against 
Ireland in a mutch which could 
decide who qualifies from group 
seven for next year's finals in 
Sweden. 

Since Ireland beat England in 
the last European Championship 
finals they have drawn with them 
twice — in the World Cup finals 
m Italy and in lost November's 
Group 7 game in Dublin. 

“This is the game when it will 
get sorted out." said Taylor. “I 
think we will win." 

He acknowledged that Ireland 
manager Jack Charlton — a 
member of England's 1966 World 
Cup winning side — had as much 
belief in his side since reaching 
the last eight in Italy and building 
a 23-game unbeaten home re- 
cord. 

But England have not con- 
ceded a goal in their last nine 
home World Cup and European 
Championship qualifying games 
and brrat the Irish on their last 
two visits to Wembley in the 
1980s. 

Taylor will be looking to striker 
Gary Lineker and midfielder 
David Plan, who have scored 10 
of England's last 11 goals, to 
continue their remarkable scoring 
run and provide the knockout 
punch. 

Platt, whose goal in Dublin 
earned England a vita] point, 
scored a hat-trick for Aston Villa 
two weeks ago in his second game 
back after a seven-week absence 
through injury. 

He scored again last weekend 
against Sunderland. Tony Cascar- 
mo, his Villa team mate who 
scored for Ireland in Dublin, 
showed he was in form with two 
in the Sunderland match. 

Charlton, who is not naming 


his side until he has seen Eng- 
land's line-up, does not aocept 
the match will decide the group. 

“The game is too early in the 
competition to say that whoever 
wins will qualify. Poland are .still 
in there with a shout." he said. 

“It’s one we would both very 
much like to win but it's not 
disaster if we don’t.” 

Ireland lead the group on goal 
difference from England, with 
both sides having three points 
from two games while Poland 
have two from two. 

Both sides go into the game 
without key players. England will 
miss tough Liverpool midfielder 
Steve McMahon while Ireland 
are without. his club-mate 
Ronnie Whelan and defender 
Mick McCarthy. 

England captain Bryan Rob- 
son, who missed the 1-1 draw in 
Dublin, returns and Taylor has 
drafted 19-year-old Lee Sharpe. 
Robson's Manchester United 
team mate, into the squad. 

The left winger, who scored a 
hat-trick in a 6-2 win against 
Arsenal in November and was 
voted young player of the year by 
his fellow professionals Sunday, 
gets his chance on the substitutes' 
bench following the withdrawal 
of Marseille's Chris Waddle 
through injury. 

Arsenal central Defender Tony 
Adams, who played a vital role in 
subduing Ireland's big strikers 
Niall Quinn and John Aldridge in 
November, looks set for the same 
role just 40 days after his release 
from prison for driving offences. 

Everton winger Kevin Sheedy, 
whose equaliser against England 
in Italy helped Ireland on their 
way to the World Cup quarter- 
finals. could return after having 
his first game since February 
Saturday. 

Belgium must 
beat Wales 

Belgium need to beat Group 5 
leaders Wales in a European 
Championship qualifier Wednes- 
day to maintain their hopes of 
reaching next > car’s finals. 


Gildemeister upset in 
1st round of hardcourts 


SAN ANTONIO. Texas (Agen- 
cies) — Unseeded Alexia De- 
chaume of France upset fifth seed 
Laura Gildemeister of Peru in 
straight sets 6-4 6-2 at the 
$225,000 U.S. Women’s Hard- 
court Tennis Championships 
Monday. 

Gildemeister. ranked 26th in 
the world, fell to Dechaume in 
the opening round of the 32-draw 
outdoor event at McFarlin Tennis 
Centre. 

“I tried to be aggressive on my 
serve.” said Dechaume, ranked 
S2nd in the world, who broke 
Gildemeister’s sene four times. 
“I tried to play the points long 
and wait for her to make mis- 
takes." 

Sixth seed American Lori 
McNeil had an easier time of it. 
using strong volleys to eliminate 
compatriot Camille Benjamin 6- 
3 6-1. 

Patty Fcndick or the U.S. used 
an aggressive net game to dispose 
of Kathy RenaJdi 6-0 1-0. Renaldi 
of the U.S. retired early because 
of an upset stomach. 

American Erika de Lone relied 
on solid groundstrokes to beat 
Stacey Martin of the U.S. 6-3 6-0. 

Isabelle Demongeot of France 
battled to win a first -set tiebreak 
then breezed through second set 
in beating Poland's Renata 
Baranski 7-6 (7-2) 6-2. 

Eva Sviglerova of Czechoslova- 
kia used a strong backhand to 
knock out Carrie Cunningham of 


the U.S. 6-3 7-5. 

World number one Monica 
Seles, who is the top seed, plays 
Tuesday in her hardcourt debut 
against Florencia Labat of Argen- 
tina. 

Germany's Steffi Graf, seeded 
number two, will face American 
Audra Keller. Graf is a two-time 
winner of the Hardcourt Cham- 
pionships. 

Graf is attempting to regain the 
no. 1 ranking she held for 186 
consecutive weeks until March 
11, when Seles ascended to the 
top rating. 

Last year, McNeil upset top- 
seeded Gabriela Sabatini of 
Argentina in the first round. 

McNeil said she's unsure 
whether she can pull off another 
upset this year. 

Hughes wins 
Player of Year 
award 

LONDON (R) — Mark Hughes, 
the Wales und Manchester Un- 
ited striker, was voted Player of 
the Year for the second time by 
England's Professional Footbal- 
lers' Association. Hughes, first to 
win the prestigious award twice, 
was named top player two years 
ago. United’s winger Lee Sharpe. 
19. made it a club double when he 
won the Young Player of the 
Year Award. 
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1 NT Pass 2 * Pass 
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Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Four of $ 

It is ail very well playing safe. Bui 
make sure you are noi indulging in 
false economy. 

North-South reached the no- 
trump game in impeccable style. Af- 
ter 5outh opened one no trump. 
North checked on the possibility of 
a 4-4 heart fit and, when none exist- 
ed, made the value bid of three no 
trump. 

West led a low spade, declarer 
tried the queen from dummy, and 
Fp ct won the ace and returned the 


suit. Declarer held up one round, 

then perforce took the king when 
the defenders persisted with spades. 

The problem now was obvious- 
declarer had to take nine tricks with- 
out allowing West to gain the lead. 
Since there were five fast tricks out- 
side of the diamond suit. South 
needed only four diamonds for his 
contract. Quite willing to concede a 
trick to East, who was no threat, 
declarer cashed the ace of diamonds 
to protect against a singleton queen, 
then finessed the nine. 

The operation was a success, but 
the patient died. When East showed 
out on the second diamond, declarer 
could not establish the suit without 
allowing West to gain the lead. And 
since there was no other way to nine 
tricks, declarer suffered a one-trick 
defeat. 

Declarer's basic plan was 
sound— it was the frill that proved 
deadly! East is four times as likely 
to hold a low diamond singleton as 
the bare queen, so South protected 
against the wrong threat. After win- 
ning the king of spades declarer 
should have immediately led the 

jack of diamonds, intending to fi- 
nesse. When that holds, declarer can 
continue with a diamond to the 
nine, thus picking up the suit and 
making an overtrick. 


But the Belgians, finalists in 
the past three World Cups, will 
be without their most experi- 
enced player, team captain Jan 
Ceulemans, who is dogged by 
back pains. 

“X knew from last week he was 
in pain but I delayed my decision 
(to omit him) until after the 
weekend," said Belgian national 
coach Guy Tbys. “It’s a shame. 
He would have played.” 

“I only want players who are 
100 per cent fit against Wales,” 
Thys added. 

And for good reason. 

Wales beat Belgium 3-1 at 
borne last October and later won 
1-0 in Luxembourg, which put 


mans. 

Thys earlier had to replace his 
injured libera Marc Emmers with 
veteran defender Leg Clijsters. 

Wales on the other hand will 
miss their trusted defender 
Clayton Blackmore through sus- 
pension. He is likely to be re- 
placed by David Phillips. 

Scotland players exhausted 

Scotland manager Andy Rox- 
burgh is worried that some of his 
players may be exhausted from a 
punishing schedule and will not 
be fully fit for Wednesday's Euro- 
pean Soccer Championship quali- 
fier against Bulgaria. 


European Championship 


them two points ahead of Bel- 
gium and world champions Ger- 
many in the four-team group. 

However. Germany have a 
game in hand and only the group 
winners qualify for the finals. 

Belgium were undone by strik- 
ers Mark Hughes, Ian Rush and 
Dean Saunders in Cardiff last 
year, with Welsh manager Terry 
Yorath describing the trio as “the 
world's best attack." 

“Belgium looked down on us a 
bit last October. They thought it 
would be much easier for them," 
Yorath said on his arrival in 
Belgium. “It's a mistake they will 
not make again on Wednesday.” 

Hughes' fitness is causing 
Yorath some concern. 

The Manchester United player 
missed training Monday with a 
hamstring problem and is doubt- 
ful for Wednesday. 

Striking partner Saunders said 
he still considered Belgium one of 
the best teams in the worid. 

“But if we can take a point and 
the Belgians tease the Germans a 
bit. the finals may be less far 
away for Wales than could have 
been expected after the draw," 
Saunders said. 

Thys has opted for a cautious 
line-up with a five-man defence 
and just one striker, Marc Wil- 
mots. who steps in for Ceule- 


Several members of the squad 
only arrived at the team camp 
Tuesday after playing Sunday in 
tbeir second strength-sapping 
Glasgow derby between Rangers 
and Celtic in two weeks. 

Four England-based players 
were involved in four matches in 
eight days and Roxburgh will wait 
until Wednesday before naming 
his team. 

“This is not an occasion to 
make early (team) judgements. 
We need people who are mental- 
ly and physically sharp and raxing 
to go,” he said. 

One of his more difficult deci- 
sions is which of his strikers will 
start the game. 

John Robertson, averaging a 
goal a game from his first two 
internationals, is back in the 
squad after missing tbe last two 
matches through injury, but may 
lose out to Maurice Johnston who 
returns after quitting internation- 
al soccer last year. 

Johnston looks favourite to 
link up with his Rangers' team 
mate Ally McCoist. who scored 
in the 1-1 draw in Sofia in 
November, possibly at the cost of 
Manchester United's Brian 
McClair. 

Scotland, who lead Group 2 
with five points from three 
games, a point ahead of Switzer- 


land, will make themselves firm 
favourites to qualify for the finals 
in Sweden next year if they can 
achieve a convincing win against 
Bulgaria. 

Scottish captain Alex McLeish 
said: “We don't worry about Bul- 
garia because we believe we are 
more than a match for them at 
Hampden Park. We don’t fear 
anyone there.'* 

Bulgaria will be without two 
leading players. 

Defender Nikolai Todorov, 
who scored Bulgaria's equaliser 
against Scotland in tbeir first 
match, has a broken hand and 
Barcelona striker Kristo Stoicb- 
kov, the second highest scorer in 
the Spanish League, is sus- 
pended. 

Coach Ivan Vutsov, serving a 
three-year toughline ban imposed 
by UEFA in January for spitting 
at a referee and arguing with a 
linesman, said his side was stron- 
ger for having 12 of tbe squad 
playing for foreign dubs. 

“It is good for us, because tbe 
conditions for training abroad are 
much better than ours in Bulgar- 
ia.” 

“The match in Glasgow will 
not untie the knot in our group, 
in which Scotland are a little bit 
ahead, but we could leave Glas- 
gow happy.” he said. 

Romania to exploit 

San Marino’s weakness 

Romania aim to regain lost 
ground in their European Cham- 
pionship qualifying group by 
thrashing unrated San Marino 
again Wednesday. 

The Romanians, beaten by 
Bulgaria and Scotland in their 
opening group 2 matches, 
crashed the tiny republic 6-0 
when the two sides met in 
Bucharest in December. 

They should have little trouble 
running up a similar score in tbe 
away fixture against spirited but 
weak amateurs competing in 
senior international soccer for the 
first time. 

All the teams in group two 


except San Marino have played 
three matches. Scotland lead on 
five points, one more than the 
Swiss who beat San Marino 4-0 
away in tbe republic’s cham- 
pionship debut in November. 

Bulgaria- bave three points, 
Romania two and San Marino 
zero, with a goals record of none 
for and 10 against. 

San Marino's only realistic aim 
is not to win or even draw, but to 
score. “Our dream is to succeed 
in getting a goal,” coach Giorgio 
Leoni said. 

The task will be harder without 
their only professional, Massimo 
Bonin!, a midfielder with Italian 
first division Bologna. He is ruled 
out by a leg injury. 

They will also be missing Mar- 
co Marina, a skilful forater pro- 
fessional with several Italian 
dubs induding AC Milan, who 
has been plagued by injury. 

Paolo Mazza, a new addition to 
the squad, is likely to start in the 
striker’s role in place of Marina, 
who played for the first 45 mi- 
nutes in Bucharest. 

Yugoslavs rely on 
Red Star players 

Yugoslav national team coach 
Ivica Osim relies mainly on in- 
form Red Star Belgrade players 
for the European Championship 
qualifier against Northern Ireland 
Wednesday. 

Yugoslavia, who have won all 
three matches in Group 4 so far, 
will field six players from the 
Belgrade team which reached the 
European Cup semifinals last 
week. 

They will be complemented by 
Osim's usual blend of exiles and 
the team is in optimistic mood. 

“We beat them away, so we 
should beat them at home,” said 
Osim, referring to his team's 2-0 
win in Belfast last September. 

But he quickly reverted to his 
usual cautious self. 

“I have my worries, however. I 
wonder if Red Star's players can 
concentrate folly on anything ex- 
cept the European Cup right 


Group pours cold water 
on South Africa’s return 


Bordeaux seems doomed after 
president quits rescue bid 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Ami- 
apartheid hardliners told a visit- 
ing International Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC) delegation Tuesday 
that South Africa should be kept 
in the sporting wilderness -until 
blacks gain the vote. 

The Pan Africanist Congress 
(PAQ said after a meeting with 
the IOC's anti-apartheid delega- 
tion that although it generally 
accepted the terms for South 
Africa's readmission to the Olym- 
pics. there was currently too 
much “misplaced optimism.” 

“Irreversibility of political 
change must be a precondition 
for re-entry and we do not yet see 
the position as irreversible,” said 
PAC Depufy President Dikgang 
Moseneke. 

He said South Africa's sporting 
isolation should continue until 
apartheid was completely abo- 
lished and a common voters’ roll 


established. 

The IOC, staging its first visit 
to South Africa since 1967. is 
evaluating the process of political 
reform in die country and the 
progress towards unity among the 
rival sporting bodies. 

A favourable report from the 
delegation to an IOC meeting 
scheduled for next month is likely 
to guarantee a place for a spring- 
bok team at next year’s Barcelo- 
na Olympics. 

The delegation, which ends its 
visit Wednesday, has so for made 
good progress despite public rifts 
between tbe five umbrella groups 
which claim to represent sport at 
national level. 

The five groups were assemb- 
ling later Tuesday to meet the 
IOC delegation, headed by Sene- 
galese Judge Keba Mbaye, in a 
bid to narrow their differences. 


BORDEAUX (R) — Once- 
proud Bordeaux appeared 
doomed Tuesday after dub Presi- 
dent Jeao-Pierre Derose, 
announced his resignation, abdn? ■ 
dotting his fight to' save tbe first - 
division dub from ‘receivership. 

Derose resigned late Monday 
night, saying he was convinced 
outside pressure on players was 
to blame for tbe club’s recent 
poor performances and he had 
doubts about his partners’ com- 
mitment to saving the club. 

“It seems to me there has been 
something going on backstage 
that has stopped a rescue plan 
from happening," he told French 
Radio Tuesday. 

“Three successive failures to 
save tbe club looks just a little too 
steep,” Derose added. “I am 
very, very unhappy.” 

An appeal court was due 
Wednesday to deliver its derision 


on Derose’s bid to stop the dub, 
France's pride and joy in the 
1980s, from going into receiv- 
jership. 

Now tfiaf Derose - has" : Wh- 
drawn his appeal, the dub is. 
destined for relegation to tbe 
second division this summer at 
best and complete dissolution at 
worst. Under rules set by the 
French Soccer League, a club in 
receivership is automatically rele- 
gated at the end of the season. 

Derose was the third president 
in three months to try to rescue 
the club, plagued by debts of 
around 350 million francs (S70 
million). 

He took over in February from 
optician Alain Afflelou, wbo bad 
replaced Claude Bez, the club's 
boss since 1978. Bez has been 
charged with fraud in an inquiry 
into Bordeaux's finances. 


50 IF I'M GOINS TO BE HONEST, I j 
THINK I SHOULD WRITE TO PEGGY i 
JEAN, AND TBX HER HOW I’M . j 

5TIIL FASCINATED BY THE LITTLE s . ; 
RED HAIRED GIRL... ? 


WHAT 
DO YOU 
THINK? 


' 50 LONG, PEGGY 
JEAN! IT'S BEEN 
NICE KNOWING YOU! 


FAREWELL! AU REVOIR! 
Cl AO/ SAY0N AR A! ADI05 ! 
AUF W1EDER5EHEN ! 


Andy Capp 



V you CANT/ IT 

NOW, HOW] WASNT A1Y IDEA 
^ CAN *<>TD COME— 1^ 
r HELP? / THINK IT'S A ^ 
^ WASTE OF TIME 


DONTTAKE' 
THAT ATTTTUDE. 
IT OFTEN HELPS 
COUPLES TD< 
TALK THINGS J 
OVER WITH A 
SOMEONE WHu 
IS COMPLETELY 
UNBIASED-, i 


E 


RIGHT, NOW WHAT’S THE] 

bad-tempered little < 

r LAYABOUT BEEN UP TU 1 
,TH/S n ME, MRS. CAPP?. 


Mutt'n’Jeff 


OH DEAR /.WtfffT will) oH, ILL 
I DO? I LOCKED /ThELP You 
MYSEL F^OU TJ set IN, 
/ MISS. 1 DoNT 
-*• WORK// 


i found a ladder* 
Tll climb thru 

THE WINDOW AND 
UNLOCK THE DOOR 



FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY MARCH 27, 1991 

Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation ■ 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You find your mate is in a bad 
humour and can give you a bad 
time if you try to pressure him/her 
into anything but fellow associates 
will aid you. 

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) 
Partners are very much at sword- 
spoint with you so make a point to 
get off with admirers and fim peo- 
ple as much as you can and enjoy 
some fun. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This 
is that moment when projects seem 
to be very difficult and usual com- 
rades don’t help you at all but your 
own family gives you the right 
advice. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) There are a number of 
pleasures you’d like to engage in 
but instead get at those appoint- 
ments of a business nature that will 
enhance your reputation. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
certainly do have problems with 
family members but pat off discus- 
sing them and settle down to hand- 
le your own finanwal concerns 
now. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Now you find that yon need to 
more than usually careful in mo- 
tion whether cm the highway or 
indoors but your ideas are good 
and yoG can have a happy special 
time. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Whatever you would like to do 
that means spending more than 
you can afford is not good but 
quietly prepare for the future by 


getting good advice. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Your own ideas are just not 
practical for the situation that con- 
cern you but a good friend has tbe 
right answers and should be con- 
sulted. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You now find that a 
secret worry can keep you from 
going out in the worid and malting 
big headway with those who are 
prominent you know. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) This is tbe tune to get 
off to some new scenes and meet 
some new personalities instead of 
bring with the same faces that you 
see all the time. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Take some time out now to 
get those promises you have made 
that require a considerable amount 
of detail behind you and forget that 
bigwig. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Partners are able to back up 
what you want so look to them and 
Stop thinking you have to go all 
around to everyone to get some 
good advice. 

Today's child: If your child were 
born today she or he charms others 
with their unusual warmth and 
magnetism which is a natural part 
of this progeny’s character and 
nature. Travelling in foreign lands 
— far from their places of birth is 
indicated in this chart which is 
on usually good for public work in 
which persons of important posi- 
tions are involved. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


Coattt 9fK*c«i ne 


v/T£ 


By Harris 

HAftriSi-17 I 




“I don’t really care about my 
weight. I just diet so i have 
a good excuse for 
being grouchy.” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 ..by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

r ; ^ q 


CIROU 


DOTUB 


OPEATT 


SUDJAT 


o 




WHAT THE PISTOL 
©AVE THE RUNNER. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer /rare: |^[ 41 1 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: PRONE LARVA VIRILE TUMULT 
Answer: How to avoid haring enemies— 

OUTLIVE THEM 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Betty Jorgensen 


ACROSS 
1 Mountain Hon 
5 Distributed 
10 Worry 
1A Declare 
positively 
15 Campaign 
composer 
18 Regan's father 

17 Kind of gas 

18 Necessities 

19 Maneuverable 

20 Spy name 

21 Concerning 

22 Kind of club 

23 Drudges 
25 Peruvian 
27 Moral 

principle 
29 Fisherman 
33 Bamboo eater 
36 C allographs 

38 Show great 
fondness 

39 Gen. Robt. — 

40 Painter 

Edouard 

41 Leftovers 

42 Cupid 

43 Turk. VIP . 

44 Saccharine 

45 Resentment 
4? Sheer fabric 
49 lor YOU," 

the Walrus 
said 

51 Comes In 
55 Violinist Isaac 
58 Football team 

60 Race track 

61 Submarine 

62 Fortunerelllng 
card 

€3 A Moreno 

64 Test 

65 “There is — 

In the affairs 
of men..." 

66 Bit of Info 

67 ■’ — boy!" 

68 Sat 

69 Pulling power 

DOWN 

1 Ways 

2 Of an eye part 

3 Actress Anne 



■ 1990 Trtbwn Uadi* Somcts. 
Ail Rights rt ronac 


4 Lanza song 

5 Buttjsitiom 

6 First place 

7 Gene Kelly 
film (with 
"An") 

8 Burdened 

9 Heavy wts. 

10 Astaire Hint 

11 Veritable 

12 Nobleman 

13 Deuce topper 
22 Forbid 

24 Gr. letter 
26 Players 
28 Muslim priest 

30 Traditional 
knowledge 

31 Major end 

32 R 4 R word 

33 Anjou 

34 Singer 
Gluck 

35 Gas light 

37 Around: pref. 
40 Simple 
44 Arto to Woody 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


QnUEU □tlDClEf ays 
□□ULJU QDK3IJU E!l3Q 

□□□anaaonaa san 
bqho Hoaa bobbo 
naau oqqouo 
aaaaan 

BHggH QQQao HOB 

•300 DBaaQ ubuejb 
r.jnaDQD □□aaaa 
□BHnaa blieiq 
□ gaaB naan anaa 
HEH QEQHQEiEiaaEia 
SHH gpsnn mnaao 
bbb naaaa aanran 


c?,*?** 85 54 Bridge coups 

Fit snuggly 55 Met? home 

Poetry Muse 56 Sermon 


Broadway 

musical 

Appraisal 

expert 


subject 
57 QED word 
59 Fashion 
02 Spigot 
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Turkey asks U.S. to press 
for- Kuwaiti, Saudi Gulf aid 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkev has 
asked the United States to 'press 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia to 
make an urgent aid payment of SI 
billion to help recoup Gulf crisis 
losses, a government official said 
Monday. 

The official, who asked not to 
be named, said Turkish officials 
made the request at the weekend 
when President Turgut Ozal was 
visiting President George Bush at 
Camp David. 

Turkey has been promised S4 
billion in Gulf aid and has so far 
received Si .3 billion, the official 
said. 

“Turkey has asked for the 
quick payment of at least SI 
billion of the remaining aid 
pledge,” be said. 

Kuwait gave Turkey S300 mil- 
lion in September arid said this 
month it would pay out another 
S9Q0 million in nine monthly in- 
stalments. Saudi Arabia prom- 
ised Sl.l billion worth of free 
crude oil. which it began deliver- 
ing in November. 

Turkey says it lost S5 billion 
last year by enforcing U.N. sanc- 
tions against Iraq and stands to 
lose a further S2 billion thfc year. 


Ankara cut Iraqi oil export 
pipelines across its territory, 
baited trade with Iraq and incur- 
red higher military spending. 
Tourism, investment, exports and. 
remittances were also bit. 

Bankers said a swift injection 
of foreign aid would ease pressure 
on the lira and meet the govern- 
ment’s need for cash, which has 
jacked up interest rates and mop- 
ped up liquidity at a time when 
banks are finding ii harder to 
borrow abroad. 

They said Ozal would try to 
improve Turkey's access to fore- 
ign credit when be meets bankers 
and International Monetary Fund 
and World Bank officials in the 
United States this week. 

Accompanying Ozal are State 
Minister Gunes Taner, central 
bank governor Rusdu Saracoglu 
and other senior officials. 

“Everybody is waiting for the 
Turkish team to return from the 
United States. There is a lot of 
uncertainty on the markets.” said 
Yavuz Canevi, general manager 
of Istanbul’s Euro-Turk Bank. 

The Organisation for Econo- 
mic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment said last week that Turkey 
might suffer from a weakening 


payments balance this year, when 
it must find S6 billion to 
service its $42.8 bflCon foreign 
debt. 

The current account swung to a 
deficit of $2.32 billion in Januaiy- 
November 1990 compared to a 
$ 784 million surplus a year ago, 
reflecting the slump in hard Cur- 
rency inflows from tourism, trade 
and foreign investment. 

Bankers and economy officials 
said the jump in overnight lira 
interest rates to 180 per cent last 
week, compared to 70 per cent in 
February, pointed to a severe 
liquidity shortage. 

The treasury is relying heavily 
on central bank funds for month- 
ly repayments of more than 2.5 
trillion lira ($695 million) in gov- 
ernment bonds and bills at annual 
interest rates of 70 per cent com- 
pared to 60 per cent in January. 

The budget deficit has soared 
to 1.74 trillion lira ($483 million) 
in the first two months of the year 
compared to a 154 billion lira 
($43 million) surplus a year ago. 

“We’ve been going through a 
very difficult period,” Private In- 
terbank General Manager Melih 
Araz told Reuters. 


Coffee prices may go up soon 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Cof- 
fee drinkers face higher prices if 
Brazil, the world's biggest pro- 
ducer, proves serious about a new 
international pact to limit ex- 
ports, traders said Monday. 

Brazil sent world coffee mar- 
kets spinning last week by sud- 
denly hairing all new coffee ex- 
ports and saying it was consider- 
ing a return to a pact. On Friday 
coffee for May delivery jumped 
in price by five per cent in less 
than an hour in New York, 
although it later fell back as 
traders took profits. 

Dealers say that if a five per 
cent rise in bean prices were to 
stick, world coffee giants like 
Nestle or General Foods would 


have to consider increasing retail 
prices. 

“If Arabics coffee stays above 
a dollar a pound then the big 
roasters will definitely have to 
look at higher retail prices," one 
trader said. 

Economy Minister Zelia Car- 
doso de Mello said she decided to 
rethink Brazil's coffee | policy be- 
cause the July 1989 collapse of 
the previous pact led to a price 
slump that hurt Brazil’s coffee 
growers. 

“The four million coffee grow- 
ers in Brazil did not benefit from 
this," she told reporters in Sao 
Paulo Sunday. “So it is clearly 
important to put the eventual 
return of Brazil to participation in 


the economic clauses of the inter- 
national coffee agreement on the 
national agenda.” 

Government sources also told 
Reuters that some Central Amer- 
ican and African nations, which 
depend heavily on coffee to earn 
vital hard cash, had put a lot of 
pressure on Brazil to return to an 
agreement and boost prices. 

The coffee pact that collapsed 
in 1989 was designed to push up 
prices by limiting how much each 
producing country could export, 
rather like the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) caps oil exports. Unlike 
OPEC, most consumer countries 
are also members of the pact and 
have a say in discussions. 


Firms press 
to sell Kuwait 
U.S. steel 

WASHINGTON (R) — A coali- 
tion representing 51 American 
steel firms urged Monday that 
government agencies and Con- 
gress press Kuwait to require that 
U-S. firms awarded reconstruc- 
tion contracts use U.S. products, 
including steel, in the contracts. 

The steel Manufactures Associa- 
tion said U.S. firms had the 
capacity to respond immediately 
to Kuwaiti orders for U.S. -made 
products. Association spokesman 
James Collins said Kuwait had 
pledged that 60 per cent of recon- 
struction would go to U.S. firms 
and the association did not want 
the firms to go overseas to buy 
their steel and other products. It 
asked the agencies as well as 
Congress to urge Kuwait to spe- 
cify that U.S. firms adhere to a 
buy-American policy. 


Egyptian state-run business 
faces major shake-up in July 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt will soon 
begin a major shakcup of its 
monolithic state-run enterprises, 
a move economists say could 
mean painful price increases and 
cost thousands of jobs but pave 
the way for rapid economic 
growth. 

Industry Minister Mohammad 
Abdul Wahab said the govern- 
ment hoped to implement a new 
law by July to let state-run firms, 
now tightly regimented, set their 
own prices and organise their 
labour force. 

“It will be... an economic 
transformation.” Abdul Wahab 
said. “It is not only a matter of 
change of law, but also a change 
of concept.” 

Another official told Reuters 
the planned reforms could even- 
tually force the heavily overstaf- 
fed and inefficient state com- 


panies to died a large number of 
workers. 

The official said the govern- 
ment hoped a $400 million “social 
fund” being set up by the World 
Bank would help the economy 
reabsorb them. 

Western economists said the 
government was unlikely to allow 
hasty firing of workers but that if 
the new system was taken to its 
logical conclusion unprofitable 
companies would eventually 
close. 

Economists said monetary and 
currency reforms taken earlier 
this year on the advice of the 
International Monetary Fund had 
already begun to hit many of the 
firms. 

Under the old system state-run 
companies, officially called public 
authorities, were given first shot 


at cheap, scarce loans and foreign 
exchange. Now they must com- 
pete with the private sector at 
high free market rates. 

In January the government 
allowed banks to set their own 
interest rates and in February 
made tbc pound convertible. 

Public authorities control 
around 70 per cent of industry, 
most banking and many large 
hotels and retail stores. 

Managers need cabinct-lcvel 
approval to increase the price of 
some of their products and have 
found it difficult to pass costs on 
to consumers. 

Their companies will soon face 
a host of other problems. 

Officials say new legislation in 
the pipeline will allow private 
companies to invest in areas once 
set aside for public authorities 
and give them more freedom to 


import from abroad. 

Abdul Wahab said the govern- 
ment hoped to submit the new 
public sector law to parliament b> 
May. 

Public authorities would be 
grouped over an IS- month period 
into holding companies able to 
invest and raise finance on their 
own, reorganise firms under ’heir 
control and sell shares on capita! 
markets. 

Economists estimate that the 
labour force increases by 550,ikX! 
workers every year and say rapid 
changes must be made to find 
them jobs. 

They put Egypt’s unemploy- 
ment level as high as 20 to 25 per 
cent. The labour force swelled' by 
around seven per cent when Iraq 
invaded Kuwait in August and 
thousands of workers returned 
from the Gulf. 


U.N. predicts new energy crisis 
without expanded oil production 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The United Nations warned 
Monday that because of the Gulf 
crisis the world could face a new 
energy crisis in a few years be- 
cause of increasing demand for 
oil without i nc reasin g production. 

“With increasing oil demand 
and no adequate action to expand 
production capacities, in a few 
years another energy crisis could 
be upon us,” said U.N. 
Undersecretary-General 
Rafeeuddtn Ahmed, in charge of 
international economic and social 
affairs. He made tbe comments in 
a speech to the U.N. Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

Ahmed said the gap between 
production capacities of the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting countries, OPEC, and the 
demand for OPEC oil has been 
decreasing m recent years. Be- 
fore tbe Gulf crisis, he said, 
production capacities were esti- 
mated at 27 million to 30 million 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday, March 26; 1991 
Central Bank official rates 
Buy 


U.S. dollar 
Pound 

Detoschemark 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


678.0 

1185.2 

4023 

4723 

118-5 


Sefl 

682-0 

11923- 

404-5 

<75.1 

119-2 


Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 
Italian tin (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


489-7 

356.7 

111.1 

54.1 

197.3 


492.6 

358.8 

111-8 

54.4 

198J 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and' bullion markets Tuesday. 

One Sterling 

1.7470/80 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1599/1604 

Canadian dollar 


1.6870/80 

Dentschemarks 


1.9025/85- 

Dutch guilders 


1.4360/70 

Swiss francs 


34.72/77 

Belgian francs 


5.7250/7300 

French francs 


1252/1253 

Italian lire 


139.05/15 

Japanese yen 


6.1100/50 

Swedish crowns 


6.5710/60 

Norwegian crowns 


6.4723/75 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

358.15/358.65 

U.S. dollars 


China increases military 
spending despite deficit 


PEKING (AP) — China wll 
increase its defence spending by 
nealry 13 per cent this year to 
modernise arms and equipment 
despite a Serious budget deficit, 
the Finance Miniser said Tues- 
day. 

It marks the second straight 
year of sharply increased military 
spending, reflecting the lead- 
ership’s perception of growing 
threats to Communist rule from 
within and without. 

The draft 1991 budget pre- 
sented by Finance Minister Wang 
Bingoian to the annual session of 
the National People’s Congress 
included an overall five per cent 
increase in government spending. 
•The proposed budget is 357.1 
billion yuan ($68.7 billion), which 
would be up from the 339.5 bil- 
lion yuan ($65.3 billion) spent last 
year. 

Military spending for 1991 
would be 32.5 billion yuan ($6.25 
billion), or 9.1 per cent of tbe 
total budget 

Wang said sales taxes will be 


raised from the current 3:per cent' 
to 5 per cent and some price 
subsidies will be reduced, but he 
still projected a 13.3-billion-yuan 
($2.5-billion) deficit for the year. 

Based on past experience, the 
actual deficit could be larger. 
Wang disclosed that the actual 
1990 deficit was a record 15 bil- 
lion yuan (S2.8 billion), while the 
1990 budget had projected only 
an 8.9-billion-yuan deficit. 

Nearly one-third of ceotraj 
government revenues in 1990 
were used to bail out failing state 
enterprises, he reported. 

“We are faced with an ex- 
tremely grim situation and an 
arduous task,” he told the more 
than 2,660 congress delegates 
assembled in the Great Hall of 
the People. 

“The basic solution to our 
financial problems... is to bake a 
bigger ‘cake’ by developing pro- 
duction (and) improving efficien- 
cy,” he said, reiterating what 
Chinese leaders have been saying 
for several years. 
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barrels per day. with demand at 
24 million barrels per day. 

Energy projections to the year 
2000 and beyond by the World 
Energy Council, the Internation- 
al Energy Agency and the U.N. 
Secretariate indicate that demand 
for OPEC oil, especially from the 
Gulf, will increase substantially, 
he said. 

That is because of stagnation in 
production in non-OPEC de- 
veloping countries and a con- 
tinuing reduction in oil output in 
the United States and the Soviet 
Union, he explained. 

Despite their vast and proved 
oil reserves, Ahmed said, ques- 
tions arise about the ability of 
OPEC countries to expand pro- 
duction, since most of them were 
experiencing financial problems. 
There is a dear need for interna- 
tional cooperation to ensure long- 
term stability in the oil markets, 
Ahmed said. 

The International Energy 
Agency, he said, had ample 
strategic oil reserves and com- 
mercial stockpiles. But the de- 
veloping world and Eastern 
European nations had no stocks 
of their own' and suffered from 
the shortfall resultii\g. i from the 
embargo on Iraq. : 

He said that at the same time 
incremental oil revenues bene- 
fited oil exporting countries; $32 
billion for OPEC members, $6 
billion for non-OPEC oil export- 
ing developing countries and $4 
billion to $5 billion for Canada, 
Norway Britain and the Soviet 


Union. 

Ahmed said that the U.N. 
embargo covering oil exports 
from Iraq and Kuwait cut off 
more than four million barrels 
per day of exports, or seven per 
cent of the world’s consumption. 
For a while this resulted in a 
doubling and tripling of oil prices, 
with resultant shocks upon many 
national economies, Ahmed said. 

In 1990. he said, the Gulf crisis 
caused an additional oil import 
outlay of about S43 billion, in- 
cluding $33 billion from the de- 
veloped market economies. 52 
billion from Eastern Europe and 
$8 billion from oil importing 
countries of the developing 
world. 

Because of their high depend- 
ence on oil, low per-capita in- 
come. foreign indebtedness and 
lack of foreign exchange, he said, 
the impact was felt especially in 
Eastern Europe and the develop- 
ing world. 

Loans, credits from the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund and 
other multilateral arrangements, 
plus bilateral assistance from oil 
exporting developing nations 
helped mitigate the problem, he 
said. 

But in many countries this aid 
did not prevent shortages, ration- 
ing and a drop in economic out- 
put. “The vulnerability of these 
countries to oil crises calls for the 
serious attention and considera- 
tion of the international commun- 
ity,” Ahmed said. 


Morocco adopts 
plait to employ 
1 00,000 jobless 


RABAT (R) — The Moroccan 
government has adopted a plan to 
find jobs for 100,000 unemployed 
high school and university gradu- 
ates by the end of this year, the 
official news agency MAP said 
Tuesday. 

The ambitious plan was 
approved at a meeting of the 
National Youth and Future 
Council chaired by King. Hassan 
at tbe royal palace Monday night. 

The 21 -point plan proposes to 
find jobs for half of the graduates 
between Aprit 15 and the end of 
July, and for the remainder by 
the end of the year. 

The council was set up to tackle 
the problem of the growing num- 
ber of graduates unable to find 
jobs, said to have been partly 
responsible for riots that erupted 
in several cities last December in 
protest against economic 
hardships. 

The issue is one of the main 
grievances of five opposition par- 
ties who say the government’s 
education system turns out gradu- 
ates who are not properly qual- 
ified to fill available jobs>. 

In a report the council salt! that 
“the education and training sys- 
tems are not adapted to the 
labour market” and “the eco- 
nomy is noi keeping up with 
population growth." 

The situation has been aggra- 
vated by economic problems 
caused by the Gulf crisis and 


uncertainties due to the govern- 
ment's ongoing privatisation 
plans. 

Most of the jobless prefer to bo 
on the government payroll, 
rather than take risks inherent tit 
free enterprise although the latter 
is a keystone of official economic 
policies. 

Most new jobs will be created 
in the central or local government 
administrations and 24.000 in the 
private sector. 

The council said a census it had 
taken found 87 per cent of gradu- 
ates wanted jobs in the civil ser- 
vice. which already employs ab- 
out half a million people in a 
country of 25 million. 

The council proposed 21 mea- 
sures to streamline the 
bureaucracy." eliminate super- 
fluous documents and useless 
procedures,” prune the "prolif- 
eration of investment rules.” and 
speed up project authorisations. 

In the burgeoning private sec- 
tor. the council's census showed 
that more than 70.000 new jobs 
would be created in the riexr 
three years. 

" But it found lhat only 12.W. ! 
graduates were interested in the 
21,700 private sector jobs, includ- 
ing 14,000 in industry, on offer 
this year. 

The census counted 100,374 
jobless graduates, 61 per cent of 
them men and 59 per cent be- 
tween the ages of 25 and 29. 


Japan lends 
Philippines 
$900 million 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
Japan is loaning the Philippines 
$900 million for rural develop- 
ment and infrastructure, its 
largest annual development 
assistance package to Manila. 

After signing the loan Tuesday, 
Japanese Ambassador Toshio 
Goto said it demonstrated 
Tokyo’s “unchaged support for 
the nation-building efforts of the 
Philippine government and the 
Philippine people.” 

Goto said the J a panes assist- 
ance “should be used in a most 
appropriate manner,” such as irn- 
porving the climate for im- 
plementing foreign aid through 
structural reforms in the eco- 
nomy. He did not elaborate. 

Project loans, including those 
for building roads, ports and wa- 
ter supply, account for about 70 
per cent of the package. The 
remainder includes programme 
loans for the development of the 
fisheries, transport and environ- 
ment sectors. 

A 2.7 per cent interest rate is 
charged on the loans. Project 
loans are payable in 30 years and 
programme loans in 25 years. 

More than a dozen countries 
and multilateral finance institu- 
tions in Hong Kong have pledged 
about S3.5 billion. 


Russian premier says miners 
could sabotage new economic plan 


MOSCOW (R) — A new econo- 
mic reform programme for the 
Soviet Union’s giant Russian 
Federation was unveiled Tuesday 
but tbe republic’s prime minister 
warned it stood no chance of 
success unless striking miners 
went back to work. 

The programme is designed to 
introduce a market economy in 
the shortest possible time by pri- 
vatising state assets, cutting taxes 
to encourage entrepreneurs and 
relaxing rules on foreign invest- 
ment. 

“We have to take new efforts 
to solve an acute crisis. If we do 
not take energetic measures the 
situation could become catas- 
trophic,” Prime Minister Ivan 
Silayev told a news conference. 

The economy in Russia — by 
for the largest and most powerful 
of the Soviet Union's 15 republics 
— is gradually collapsing amid 
growing chaos and slumping pro- 
duction. 

The miner’s strike, which has 
shut a quarter of the country’s 
600 pits, is crippling vital heavy in- 
dustries. The strikers want more 
money and better living condi- 
tions, as well as the resignation of 
President Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Silayev visited miners at the 
pant Siberian Kuzbass field, the 


largest in Russia, over the 
weekend and said he had urged 
them to support the reform prog- 
ramme. 

“I assured them that should we 
destroy tbe economy by con- 
tinuing the strike we would not be 
able to put this programme into 
practice,” he said. 

The programme is a modified 
version of the radical countryside 
”500-day” plan, which the repub- 
lic adopted last November but 
abandoned after the Soviet gov- 
ernment decided to introduce 
more conservative reforms. 

“We believe there should be an 
energetic transition to a market 
economy in a very short time,” 
Silayev said. 

But the programme — which 
envisages the transformation of 
state industries into share-holding 
companies — is unlikely to find 
favour with the Soviet govern- 
ment. 

Gorbachev wants the republics 
to sign a new union treaty giving 
them more control over their 
resources but leaving ultimte con- 


trol of key sectors in the hands of 
the centre. 

“We want the major share of 
Income from oil, coal, gas in the 
Russian Federation, which pro- 
duces over 90 per cent of the 
country’s output.” Silayev said. 

Silayev has held several meet- 
ings with Soviet Prime Minister 
Valentin Pavlov to resolve these 
questions. He said the talks had 
not given great cause for optim- 
ism — “but I am not giving up 
hope.” 

Russian leader Boris Yeltsin 
has refused to sign the draft 
treaty until it is changed to give 
Russia more sovereignty. 

“Should we succeed, Russia 
will become a strong economic 
part of a renewed union. This will 
benefit everyone,” Silayev told 
tbe news conference. 

The programme, which will run 
from April 1991 until the end qf 
1992. has to be approved by the 
republic’s supreme legislature, 
the Congress of Peoples’ De- 
puties, which opens a special 
session Thursday. \ 
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Mali leader toppled in coup 


Ruling military council wants democracy 


ABIDJAN (R) — The leader of 
anti-government protests in Mali 
which led to President Moussa 
Traore's anest said Tuesday the 
ruling military council wanted to 
install democracy. 

"Mali is at the hour of renew- 
al." Demha Diailo. head of the 
Malian League of Human Rights, 
said on Malian raJio monitored 
in neighbouring Ivory Coast. 

Diailo. who led protests which 
resulted in 150 demonstrators 
being killed by the military and 
police, said members of the 
newly-formed National Recon- 
ciliation Council (NRC) agreed at 
a meeting Tuesday morning to 
end military rule and permit 
democracy. 

He said the council had agreed 
to a national conference and to 
form a transitional government. 

The council, headed by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Amadou 
Toumani Toure. announced on 
Mali Radio earlier that it had 


arrested Traore. whom it de- 
nounced for heading a "blood* 
thirsty and corrupt regime." and 
his wife Mariam. 

The council imposed an over- 
night curfew from 2100 GMT to 
0500 GMT. dosed the frontiers, 

shut the international airport in 

the capital Bamako and sus- 
pended the constinition- 
Later broadcasts said the coun- 
cil consisted of 17 members, all 
from the military. 

The radio played a recording of 
a rally Diailo apparently held 
earlier in Bamako before enthu- 
siastic supporters who cheered 
the end of Traore's 22-year rule. 

On the tape. Diailo could be 
heard yelling in a hoarse voice: 
"Assassin” and "we are united." 

“Moussa Traore treated the 
Malian people like imbeciles.” 
Diailo told a radio interviewer. 
“He took power by violence and 
he held on by violence.” 

Diailo said that by preventing 


Traore from leaving the country, 
the government could try to re- 
cover money the military leader 
had stashed in Swiss bank 
accounts. 

He said that when Traore was 
arrested Monday night by para- 
troops. the president had said: 

“My fate is now in God's hands.*’ 

Diplomats and opposition 
sources said at least ISO people 
were killed in four days of riots 
when Traore’s government 
ordered security forces to open 
fire on demonstrators in Bamako. 

“The security of people and 
their property will be assured.” 
Toure said in the broadcast. 

“It is time for an end to corrup- 
tion. nepotism and speculation." 
he said and called for vigilance 
and reconciliation. 

His taped message was repe- 
ated at regular intervals. 

An earlier broadcast said 
Traore's ruling Democratic Un- 
ion of the Malian People 


(UDPM) was being disbanded 
and the constitution suspended. 

Reuter correspondent Gill 
Tudor, reporting from Bamako 
before international communica- 
tions were cut early Tuesday, said 
Traore had been arrested by pa- 
ratroops and was being held at a ■ 
military airbase. 

"Considering the stubbornness 
of the Traore government... we 
of the armed forces have decided 
to form the NRC to put an end to 
the bloodthirsty regime of 
Traore,” the broadcast said. 

It appealed for calm and asked 
citizens “to cooperate to make a 
success of the change by avoiding 
tooting.” 

The broadcast said steps would 
be taken to establish a multi- 
party system in the impoverished, 
mostly desert state where 
Traore's government was one of 
the last bolding out against de- 
mands sweeping West Africa for 
democratic reform. 
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Dl'BLIN (Rl — Britain's North- 
ern Ireland Minister Peter 
Brooke has achieved what many 
thought impossible — getting the 
province's bitter enemies round a 
negotiating tabic. 

In a remarkable breakthrough 
that spelt out new hope for the 
divided island, he won the agree- 
ment of Protestant and Catholic 
leaders to talk about power- 
sharing in Nonhem Ireland. 

The talks will also be given a 
new dimension with the agreed 
involvement of the Dublin gov- 
ernment whose initial reluctance 
to take part looked likely to 
torpedo the whole process. 

After 14 months of painstaking 
negotiations that often appeared 
doomed to failure. Brooke was 
able lo confirm Monday night 
that all sides had agreed to talk. 

Brooke, who will spell out the 
details in the British parliament 
Wedensday. said: "I am grateful 
to the Irish government' and to 
the parties in Northern Ireland 
for responding within the time 
scale suggested to the proposed 


statement the government recent- 
ly put to them.” 

In a sudden flurry of activity- 
Monday, the moderate national- 
ist Social Democratic and Labour 
Party (SDLP) and the middle-of- 
the-road Alliance Party agreed to 
the Brooke blueprint for talks. 

Then came the big break- 
through — unionist leaders repre- 
senting Northern Ireland's one- 
million-strong Protestant major- 
ity accepted the formula too. 

Northern Ireland has been 
ruled directly from London since 
1974. Almost 3.0U0 people have 
died since 1969 in the battle by 
the Irish Republican Army to 
oust Britain from the province. 

History does not favour unbri- 
dled optimism in Northern Ire- 
land. Several attempts have been 
made since 1974 to return the 
province to some form of de- 
volved local government shared 
by often implacable foes. 

The unionists have always 
strongly opposed any agreement 
that might lead to unification with 
the Irish Republic. 


Brooke's biggest test will come 
next month when he gets the 
parties round the negotiating 
table to hammer out what could 
be irreconcilable differences. 

The predominantly Catholic 
nationalists, outnumbered 2-1 in 
the province, will be keen for 
some kind of executive power- 
sharing. 

The unionists, led by fiery 
preacher-politician Ian Paisley 
and fellow unionist leader James 
Molyneaux. will be pushing for 
majority rule. 

Molyneaux made that plain be- 
fore agreeing to take what is for 
him a giant step, saying: “The 
union (with Britain) is not up for 
grabs. The union is not up for 
auction." 

But moderate nationalist Sea- 
mus Malton, the SDLP deputy 
leader, was more upbeat: "I think 
with goodwill and the type of 
resolve we should all have, we 
should be able to come up with an 
approach to a solution to this 
problem.'* 


Cambodians flee heavy fighting, 
conscription and food shortages 


BANGKOK lR) — Thousandsof 
Cambodian* have fled war and 
hunger in the Phnom Penh gov- 
ernment's current dry season 
offensive against guerrrilla 
forces. 

A Bangkok-based relief official 
told Reuters Tuesday that there 
were more than half a million 
displaced Cambodian-, out of a 
total population of about seven 
million. 

Camps along the Thai border 
house about 325 .WO refugees and 
the high rale of new arrivals 
shows no sign of diminishing, aid 
workers said. 

There are another lyti.l.100 re- 
fugees inside Cambodia. 

“The border population is 
higher now than it's ever been." 
said a relief official in the Thji 
border town of Arunvaprathcl. 
centre of a huge aid programme 
that has been running for more 
than a decade. 

“The situ.it ion is had. We're 
going to need more money.” said 
the official, who ;i->ked not to be 


■tamed. 

More than 2.000 refugees have 
arrived in the border camps in the 
past week, including 650 civilians 
who fled to the Site K camp run 
by Communist Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas, aid workers said. 

The Site K arrivals told of 
civilians dying in fierce fighting 
and raids bv helicopter gunships 
as Phnom Penh government 
forces attacked the Khmer 
Rouge-held region of Pailin. a 
majOT gem producing area in 
northwestern Cambodia. 

Thai sources accused the 
Cambodian government Monday 
of deliberately target ting civilians 
in an effort to disrupt gem min- 
ing. a major source of tax re- 
venue for the Khmer Rouge. 

They said it was impossible to 
provide an accurate casualty- 
count but said many had died. 

The relief official in Aranyap- 
rathet said about 30,000 people 
had arrived at United Nutions- 
assisted refugee camps since 
November. 


“People are fleeing fighting 
and the draft. There's been a big 
conscription drive by Phnom 
Penh and tots of young men have 
been arriving with their families,” 
he said. 

Late rains last year have com- 
pounded the problem. Officials in 
northwestern Cambodia estimate 
the rice harvest was down by as 
much as a half and said they 
feared people may starve. 

“All along the border there’s a 
big problem with rice at the mo- 
ment because of bad weather and 
because farmers have been un- 
able to tend their fields because 
of the fighting.'' said a senior 
guerrilla leader who did not want 
to be identified. 

The Bangkok-based relief offi- 
cial said the number of displaced 
persons inside Cambodia had 
risen by about 60.000 in the last 
two months. 

“The number of people seek- 
ing and receiving assistance has 
dramaticallv increased," he said. 


elections in 
30 years 

SEOUL (AP) — Only about half 
the eligible voters cast ballots 
Tuesday in South Korea's first 
local elections in 30 years. 

It was the lowest voter turnout 
in history, following a lackluster 
campaign marred by scandal and 
voter apathy. 

Shortly after the polls closed, 
the Central Election Manage- 
ment Committee said a prelimin- 
ary count showed just 51.7 per 
cent of the 24 million eligible 
voters went to the polls. 

Even if the final figure is high- 
er, it will fall far below the 
previous record tow turnout of 
72.1 per cent for direct general 
elections in 1963. 

President Roh Tae-Woo said 
earlier Tuesday that the cam- 
paign had been the nation's 
fairest ever, and called this a sign 
that democratisation, begnn 
when he took office in February 
1988, was taking root. 

“I thank the people for the 
most exemplary and fair election 
in our history,” he said while 
visiting the site of a new local 
council legislature. 

“The implementation of local 
autonomy will bring a big change 
in the conduct of our state affairs 
and promote the diversification 
and localisation of society,’’ he 
said. 

Past campaigns have been mar- 
red by changes of fraud, corrup- 
tion and bribes. Even the leader 
of the top opposition Party for 
Peace and Democracy, Kim Dae- 
Jung, said the elections “mark 
the day when true democracy is 
revived.” 

Public outrage over a water 
pollution scandal and distrust of 
political parties involved in a 
major bribery scandal marred the 
18-day campaign. Observers 
found voters to be apathetic and 
distrustful of politicians. 

Election day was declared a 
national holiday in hopes of en- 
couraging a large voter turnout. 


Kevin Costner’s Dances With Wolves 
hits the Jackpot with seven Oscars 


LOS ANGELES (Agencies) — 
Kevin Costner, once snubbed by 
major studios, was the new gol- 
den boy of Hollywood Tuesday 
after bis film Dances With 
Wolves won seven Oscars. 

Costner, a quiet, studious 36- 
year-old who had never before 
directed a film, scored a personal 
triumph when he picked up 
Oscars for Best Director and for 
Best Picture. 

British 3 dor Jeremy Irons was 
named best actor for his role of 
Danish -bora socialite Claus Von 
Balow, who was cleared of the 
attempted murder of his com- 
atose wife, in the tragi -comedy of 
manners Reversal Of Fortune. 

American Kathy Bates, a 42- 
year-old leading stage actress re- 
latively unknown in the film in- 
dustry', tearfully accepted the 
Oscar for Best Actress for her 
role of an obsessional fan who 
smashes the ankles of an author 
to keep him writing in Misery. 

A year ago Dances With 
Wolves, the spectacular story of a 
cavalry lieutenant played by 
Costner who deserts his post to 
join a Sioux Indian tribe in the 
1860s, was derided by his critics 
as “Kevin’s gate.” 

It was a satirical reference to 
Heaven's Gate, the film that 
came to symbolise excess and 
ego. 

Studios told Costner his film 
wass too difficult to make and, 
with subtitles for Indian speakers 
and running to three hours, 
would not sell. 

But Costner, smiling and pun- 


ching his fists into the air in 
triumph, showed Monday night 
be bad overcome his critics. 

“I had an earnest desire to 
make that film,” said Costner, 
who took a giant salary cut before 
his film was finally distributed by 
Orion Pictures. 

“This is one of the greatest 
moments in my life," Costner, 
the father of three young chil- 
dren, added. “1 had never won 
very many things." 

Tbe awards will allow him to 
continue producing and directing 
his own films but he said he was 
not worried by trying to top 
Dances With Wolves. 

“I don’t have a shadow follow- 
ing me," he said. To not 
panicked about my next choice." 

The film also won awards for 
Best Cinematography — by Dean 
Sender who told the audience: 
*Tm a very proud little Aussie 
tonight,” — and for Best 
Adapted Screenplay by Michael 
Blake, who five years ago was 
living in his car and writing the 
novel before the script. 

The film industry members of 
tbe Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences, who hand out 
the prizes, also gave . the film 
awards for Best Sound, Best Film 
Editing and for Best Original 
Score, by John Barry. 

The quiet, debonair Irons, who 
seemed surprised by bis award, 
said: “It's the great accolade in 
the movie business. All I ever 
want is to work with a lot of good 
people.” 

The cherubic Bates, who had 


said earlier she had lost film roles 
to slim actresses, declared: “I 
would like to thank the academy, 
and I have been waiting a long 
time to say that." 

Comedienne-turned-actress 
Whoopi Goldberg was a big 
favourite with tbe star-studded 
crowd when die won an Oscar for 
Best Supporting Actress for her 
role of a reluctant psychic helping 
Patrick Swayze find his killer in 
the box office blockbuster Ghost. 

“I want to thank everybody 
who makes movies,” she said. “1 
come from New York. As a tittle 
kid I lived in the projects, and 
you're the people I watched," she 
told the audience. 

Before the ceremonies, A1 
Pacino asked: "Do I look all 
right?" as he straightened his tux, 
stepped onto the red carpet and 
faced a lightning storm of flash- 
bulbs and screams of, “Al, Ai, 
over here." 

Pacino needn't have worried. 
His tuxedo was apropos for Mon- 
day night's 63rd Academy 
Awards ceremonies. Besides, the 
army of photographers was dear- 
ly more entranced with the cleav- 
age and couture of Hollywood’s 
new movie queens. 

Julia Roberts, the newest gla- 
mour girl on the scene and a Best 
Acmss Oscar nominee to boot, 
drew die fondest and most pro- 
longed chorus of screams from 
the fans and from tire photo 
gallery. Her boyfriend, Kiefer 
Sutherland, dung to her arm, a 
sm3c pasted on ins face. 

Miss Roberts stuck to her cus- 


tomary understated look, wear- 
ing a floor-length black coat dress 
by Richard Tyler with chiffon 
insets at the hemline. 

Tbe add-tongued fashion critic 
Mr. Blackwell was on hand, too 
— wearing gold drains with his 
tuxedo and jewels on his fingers. 
He surveyed the glamorous get- 
ups at the entrance to tbe Shrine 
Auditorium and issued perhaps 
his most benign assessment ever. 

“I think it’s going to be sensa- 
tional this year,” he said. “It’s 
going to rain my list. I'll be a 
has-been by tomorrow.” 

Moments after Miss Roberts 
left the runway leading to the 
auditorium, tire ultimate movie 
queen — honorary Oscar winner 
Sophia Loren — made a star 
entrance in black sequins from 
bead to toe. No one could have 
upstaged her. 

Not even the h ugging , and kis- 
sing performance by newlyweds 
Tom Cruise and Nicole Kidman 
or lovely Kim Basinger in pink 
and white dingin g to tbe arms of 
her date, Alec Baldwin. They 
co-star in a new film, The Mar- 
rying Man. 

Irons appeared calm. But 
lawyer Alan Dershowitz, author 
of the book. Reversal Of Fortune, 
was nervous. 

“This isn’t my element,” said 
tire lawyer who won a new trial 
for socialite Claus Von Bulow. 
whom Irons played in the movie. 
“I'm used to being in the pre- 
sence of criminals.” 

Goldberg, who took home an 
Oscar as best supporting actress. 


Leipzig 
protesters 
want Kohl 
to quit 

LEIPZIG, Germany (R) — A 
year after greeting Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl as their saviour 
from Communist drudgery, 
embittered and jobless East Ger- 
mans want him to quit as the 
price for a unification dream 
turned nightmare. 

Tens of thousands packed the 
streets of Leipzig and other cities 
across eastern Germany Monday 
to protest against unemployment 
and to pin the blame squarely on 
the chancellor. 

“Kohl must go. Kohl must go,” 
chanted a crowd of 60,000 on 
Leipzig's central Augusrpiatz, 
formerly Karl Marx Platz. as 
darkness descended on the 
crumbling, polluted city that was 
the birthplace of East Germany’s 
an ri- Communist uprising in 1989. 

Suspended on balloons wafting 
above the crowd was a banner 
reading: “Better to lose Kohl 
than lose your job." 

Speakers called for his 
conservative-led coalition to res- 
ign and submit to new elections 
— tougher demands than at pre- 
vious labour rallies in the past 
week. 

It seems an eternity away now, 
but it was exactly a year ago that 
a beaming Kohl was acknowledg- 
ing the cheers and chants of 
“Helmut, Helmut" when he vi- 
sited the nearby city of Dresdent 
just days after his Christian 
Democrats (CDU) had swept to 
victory in East Germany's first 
free elections. 

Opponents then accused him of 
pushing too hard and too fast for 
unification, but his political in- 
stinct and the “now or never" 
mood on the streets in the east 
told him to press ahead, not least 
to avoid a mass exodus to the 
West. 

He pledged “a flourishing land- 
scape" after unity, sealed last 
October and capped by pan- 
German elections in December 
which easily returned his CDU- 
led coalition. 

But rather than gathering 
momentum to keep pace with 
political developments, the East 
Germany economy, mismanaged 
by the Communists for nearly 
half a century, has simply col- 
lapsed under the weight of free 
market conditions. 

Hundreds of thousands are out 
of work. More than 50,000 are 
unemployed in Leipzig alone with 
a further 90.000 on short time, a 
halfway house to joblessness. 

So disastrous is the decline that 
economists say it could be re- 
versed only by all-party consen- 
sus reached by the major political 
groups, unions and employers at 
one table. 

“There is no alternative, we 
have to bring all groups together 
to find a solution." said Norbert 
Walter, chief economist at Deuts- 
che Bank in Frankfurt. 

Kohl is in Austria on an annual 
Easter slimming holiday but 
issued a statement Monday re- 
jecting calls for fresh elections or 
z grand coalition with the opposi- 
tion Social Democrats (SPD). He 
said his coalition could cope. 

The SPD is keen not to blame 
the chancellor for all eastern Ger- 
many’s woes. 


EC ministers to discuss 
common defence policy 


LUXEMBOURG (AP) — Fore- 
ign ministers from the 12 Euro- 
pean Community (EC) nations 
gathered Tuesday to discuss a 
common defence policy and the 
diplomatic disarray that emerged 
during the Gulf war. 

The foreign ministers are 
laying the groundwork for an 
April 8 EC summit meeting. 
Several countries hope the two 
sessions wSI lead to a single- EC 
foreign policy. 

The foreign ministers' meeting 
was to start at the Senningen 
Castle, just outside this capital 
city, at 6. p.m. (1700 GMT). 

“We hope the informal charac- 
ter of tbe meeting will lead to 
candid discussions,” said Johan 
Verbeke, an aide to Belgian 
Foreign Minister Mark Eyskens. 

Proposals for a single foreign 
policy gained in popularity when 
the Gulf war revealed a lack of 
cohesion among the EC states. 

Only Britain, France and Italy 
contributed combat units to the 
war. Some EC states, notably 


France, launched llth-hour 
peace bids at the United Nations 
without consulting their partners- 

The EC heads of state will 
meet in a special summit here on 
April 8, at France's request, to 
awow the postwar Middle East, 
the EC’s role in it and the related 
issue of a common European 
defence policy. 

When he called for the summit, 
French Foreign Minister Roland 
Dumas said earlier this month it 
must assess “Europe’s future role 
in all areas. The moment has 
come to evaluate the situation 
and set new goals." 

Tbe Netherlands formally 
proposed a joint defence polity 
following a Feb. 4 French- 
German proposal to bring the 
Western Europe Union — a 
European defence group of all 
EC states except Greece, Denmark 
and Ireland — - into tbe EC. The 
WEU, formed in 1955, has long 
been overshadowed by the more 
dominant, U.S.-led NATO 
alliance. 



Earthquake hits north 
China city, 131 injured 


PEKING (R) — An earthquake 
measuring 5.8 on the open-ended 
Richter Scale struck the north 
China city of Datong early Tues- 
day injuring 131 and destroying 
1,328 bouses, state television re- 
ported. 

The television, quoting local 
officials, said there were no re- 
ports of deaths in the Shanxi 
province coal mining city of more 
than one million people, about 
300 kilometres west of Peking 
area this month, something de- 
nied by tbe government. 

State television showed pic- 
tures of people wounded when 
their homes collapsed and of res- 
cuers searching through rabble 
after the earthquake struck just 
after 2.00 a.m. Tuesday (1800 
GMT Monday). 

Natural disasters last year (til- 
led a record 7,338 people in 
China and caused 61.1 billion 


yuan ($11.75 billion) in economic 
losses, China Social News said 
Tuesday. Typhoons, floods, 
drought and other disasters in- 
jured more than 60,000 people in 
1990, the newspaper said, citing 
the latest report from the Minis- 
try of Civil Affairs. 

Tbe death toll last year was 
1386 higher than in 1989. 

Meanwhile a series of earth- 
quakes shook Japanese islands 
Tuesday morning, the Central 
Meteorological Agency in Tokyo 
said. 

Among them was a “medium 
strong” tremor at 8:38 a.m. (2338 
GMT) on the Iriomote Island, 

2,000 kilometres (1,250 miles) 
southwest of Tokyo, that reg- 
istered 4 on the Japanese scale of 
7. A minute later, a second temb- 
lor measuring 3 hit the same area, 
according to the agency. 


Sri Lankan troops begin 
huge anti-rebel offensive 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lankan 
forces began a large-scale offen- 
sive against Tamil rebels Tuesday, 
a few days earlier than planned 
due to unexpected attacks on two 
key army camps, military sources 
said. 

The sources said about 10 bat- 
talions numbering 8.000 to 10.000 
soldiers had been deployed in the 
offensive which began after re- 
bels attacked the army camps last 
week. 

“The operation was planned 
for end-March but had to be 
brought forward because of the 
unexpected rebel attacks," an 
army source, who declined to be 
named, said. 

He said troops, backed by air 
cover, were on the move from 
Mannar on Sri-Lanka's northwest 
coast and Weli Ova on the north- 
east coast to link up with soldiers 
moving north from Vavuniya in 
the centre. 

The troops had met stiff resist- 
ance in the coast-to-coast opera- 
tion covering a distance of 130 
kilometres, bat no casualties 


were reported, he said. 

On March 19. Liberatio n Ti - 
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
guerrillas, fighting for a separate 
state for minority Tamils, pound- 
ed two amry camps ar Kokupa- 
dayan and Silavathurai in Mannar 
with mortar bombs, small aims 
fire and grenades for three suc- 
cessive nights. 

Troops repulsed the attacks, 
military sources said. 

The military said at least 300 
rebels and 20 government sol- 
diers were killed in the fighting at 
Mannar. It said 115 bodies of 
rebels, some female, were lying 
outside the camps. 

But the Tigers said only 20 of 
their fighters were killed while 50 
soldiers died. 

The group also said it had 
captured Kokupadayan camp and 
Thandikulam camp in Vavuniya 
district in a separate attack. 

“Silavathurai is about to fall,” 
the Tigers said in a statement. 

No independent verification of 
the differing claims made by both 
sides was available. 



Kevin Costner (right) and Graham Green in Dances With Wolves 


was among the first arrivals, ele- 
gant in black sequins to the floor, 
a gown designed by Nolan Miller. 

“God bless Nolan Miller,” she 
said backstage, pleased with her 
Oscar night took. She said she’s 
taken a lot of kidding about her 
often casual attire. “I wanted 
tonight to be very calm and suc- 
cinct’’ 

Meanwhile an AIDS protester 
briefly disrupted the 63rd annual 
Academy Awards before he was 
hustled from the cermonies and 
arrested. 

The brief disturbance took 


place during a break in television 
coverage and was not seen by the 
audience watching the live cere- 
monies on national television. 

During die presentation of the 
award for The Lunch Date as 
Best Live-Action Short Him, a 
man in tbe centre rear orchestra 
section stood up and starred yell- 
ing. People sitting near hfm said 
he accused Hollywood of ignor- 
ing the AIDS crisis. 

The tuxedo-clad *nan yelled: 

“102,009 dead " 

Security guard* grabbed him 
and pulled him quickly from the 


Shrine Auditorium. 

A guard who declined to give 
his name said the man was 
arrested, but refused to provide 
further details. 

Presenter Chevy Chase, on 
stage at the time, briefly acknow- 
ledged the incident by noting 
there is always one protester at 
the awards. 

Some saw a Hollywood ack- 
nowledgement of the AIDS crisis 
in Brace Davison’s Best Support- 
ing Actor nomination for fas role 
in Longtime Companion, a film 
about AIDS sufferers. 


Mrs. Menem to press 
ahead with divorce 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — Argen- 
tina’s first lady, Zulema Yoma, 
Wednesday will file for divorce 
from President Carlos Menem, 
her spokeswoman said. The 
Menems have been apart for 
nearlv one year. In June they 
made headlines round the world 
when the Peronist leader decided 
to ban his wife of 25 years from 
the presidential home. “Mrs. 
Yoma has signed the divorce 
demand and her lawyer will file it 
Wednesday." Marilu Giovanelli 
told Reuters in a telephone inter- 
view. The president is on a two- 
day trip to neighbouring Para- 
guay. Government house officials 
declined to comment on Yoma’s 
decision. Menem, 60, could be- 
come Argentina's first divorced 
head of state, chiefly because the 
Roman Catholic country has only 
had a divorce law since 1986. A 
fortnight ago Yoma’s lawyer stal- 
led the beginning of the lawsuit, 
in which Menem stands to be 
accused of subjecting his wife to 
extreme public humiliation. Car- 
los Volujewiez, the first lady’s 
attorney, at the time hinted that a 
friendly agreement could yet be 
found. He mentioned passingly 
that Menem's alleged womanis- 
ing could come up in the trial. 

Brazil’s rare sea 
turtles threatened 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Gov- 
ernment austerity measures 
threaten a project to save Brazil's 
endangered sea turtles from ex- 
tinction. the project's director has 
said. The government has re- 
leased only $16,000, or 10 per 
cent of the funds budgeted for 
this quarter. Guy Guagni Dei 
Marcovaldi, director of the 
Tamar Turtle Project told Reu- 
ters by telephone from the north- 
eastern state of Bahia. Without 
more funds, Tamar — for “tartar- 
ugas marinhas” or sea turtles — 
will not be able to patrol beaches 
during the next egg-hatching sea- 
son beginning in August. Marco- 
valdi said. Gamekeepers drive 
along hundreds of miles of 
beaches to find the turtles' eggs 
and protect them from poachers. 
The newly hatched turtles are 
then released into the sea. Since 
the project began 10 years ago 
Tamar has released 750,000 
newly-hatched sea turtles. With 
the upcoming season Tamar had 
hoped to raise the total to one 
million. Of the world’s eight spe- 
cies of turtles. Brazil boasts five, 
all threatened with extinction. 

Beggars invade 
Karachi for alms 

KARACHI (R) — An extra 

40.000 beggars have flooded into 
Pakistan’s largest city Karachi 
hoping to benefit from Muslim 
generosity during the fasting 
month of Ramadan, a police offi- 
cial said Sunday. The official said 
they included nomads from Sind's 
Bheel tribes, who usually work 
on farms but go to Karachi during 
Ramadan, when Muslims give 
more alms than at any other time 
of the year. The new arrivals join 

100.000 beggars in the city. Pakis- 
tan had 271,500 beggars in 1990, 
according to a Society For the 
Eradication of Social Evils 
survey. 

Minister defends 
Depardieu in rape 
controversy 

PARIS (R) — French actor 
Gerard Depardieu, under fire in 
the U.S. media over his alleged 
participation in rapes as a youth, 
has won support from his coun- 
try’s minister of culture. Jack 
Lang told France-Infos Radio he 
was outraged by a “violent, mean 
and lowly” American press attack 

against the burly actor, who had 
been nominated for an Oscar in 
the U.S. Academy Awards for his 
lead role in Cyrano De Bergerac. 
In an interview published last 
month in Time magazine, Depar- 
dieu, 43, was quoted as saying he 
participated in many rapes in his 
youth. He had admitted in the 
past to stealing cars and dealing 
m the black market as a teenager. 
Depardieu’s reported comments 
drew condemnation from the 

feminist U.S. National Organisa- 
. hon Women (NOW and 
touched off a debate in several 
American newspapers. His 
agents deny be made a rape 
admission and said they asked 
men lawyers in the United States 
oprepare legal action against his 
Lang implied in his com- 
ents that a campaign against 
Depardieu was foellZfby Amer- 
lean rivals for the coveted Oscar 
ri«^. attempt t0 *“* interna- 
of France ’ s biggest 
ofSce draw. Depardieu, who 
recent critical acclaim . 
fho glish-language role in 
D.S. movie Green Card, is 
cur rently filming in Mauritius. 


